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By a Jordan Times Staff 

Wrte wifl agency dhputffaps 

AMMAN — The Jordanian lead- 
ership was Tuesday briefed on 
the situation in efforts to bring 
Palestinians and Israelis to talk* 
and the outcome of recent __ a 
tian-PaJesthnan contacts on 
issue. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, repented that His Majesty 
King Hnssem received a message 
from Egyptian President Hosm 
Mubarak on “the latest develop- 
ments in the Palestinian scene.” 
The news agency did not give 
details but it was believed that the 
message, which was delivered by 
Mubarak's Political Advisor Osa- 
ma AlBaz, dealt with the results 
of Egyptian efforts to bring about 
‘‘ a Pafestinian-Israeli diah^w- as a 
~~ prelode to expanded peace talks. 
According to Arab diplomats 
; quoted by Renters, Baz was ex- 
pected to brief the King on the 
outcome of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat's talks with Mubar- 
ak in Cairo this week. 

“Many developments regard- 
ing peace are taking place now 
and Jordan ton to know every- 
thing on the current state of 
affairs," said a diplomat quoted 
by Reuters. "This is part of regu- 
lar consultations and exchanges 
of views between die two coun- 
tries." 

Petra said. die King'srioeefiqg 
with Baz, w4»'«ri«ed here ear- 
lier Tuesday, was attended by His 
Royal Highness Crows Prince. 
Hassan, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal Court 
Chief Mudar fiadran, the Sag’s 
Political Advisor Adnan Abu 
Oddi, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem and the Egyptian ambas- 
sador to Jordan. 

The Egyptian message to the 
King came amid reports that 
Cairo had relayed to the United 
States Palestinian questions ab- 
out an American plan to bring 
about a Palestiman-IsracH dia- 
logue. 

Frank Wisner, the American 
ambassador to Egypt, took die 
queries from Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul M c girid , 
and then told reporters that the 


U.S. intended to pursue its 
efforts fra: such a cfialogne. 

“No door has been dosed, and 
the last word has not been 
spoken,” Wisner said. 

Wisner and Abdul Meguid met 
for 30 minutes over proposals by 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

Abdul Meguid told 
be telephoned Baker 
mghl, “I delivered the Palestinian 
questions to Ambassador Wisner 
today,” the foreign minis ter said. 
“The Palestinian position is very 
"moderate.” 

The minister gave no detab of 
his conversation with Baker. But 
the timing of dm call indicated 
it dealt with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Oigpurisation^s (FLO) desire 
for clarification of the Baker 
plan. 

PabKdy, the PLO has rejected 
the plan outright. 

But Arafat, the PLO chairman, 
met with Mubarak twice since 
Sunday, and Egypt says its under- 
standing of the PLO position is 
that the plan remains on the table 
but. needs clarification. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) quoted a 
Palestinian source as saying that 
Arafat received a letter from 

Stoker / nitlinlng hit pwipmah He' 

said the PLO was studying the. 
letter. 

The source also said that Ara- 
fat had seat a message to U-S. 
^PreodeBtGeeage Bash oomplain- 
ing of bnefi harsh measures 
agaxst Palestinians protesting dm 
occ up a tio n of die West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Wisner did not elaborate on 
the PLO questions Abcfad Meguid 
relayed to him. 

On Monday, Mubarak aide 
Mohammad Abdul Moneim said 
Egypt would act as an intermedi- 
ary between thq PLO and the 
United States and Israel, relaying 
to them the Palestinian point of 
view. 

Baker’s five-point plan calls for 
an Israeli-Palestinian dialogue to 
be followed tty elections m the 
occupied territories, brad says 
. the balloting wonld be to choose 
Palestinians for further talks on 
interim autonomy in die occopied 
te rri tori es. 
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Hb Majesty King Hnmria Tuesday 
Al Baa (Petra photo) 


i Egyptian President Bosnl Mubarak’s Political Advisor 


Israel accepts Baker 
proposal with conditions 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Israeli gov e rn m ent has noti- 
fied Secretory of State James 
Baker dial it will accept a U.S. 
plan for Palestinian negotiations, 
on two conditions, toe Israeli 
embassy said Tuesday. 

One is that Baker guarantee 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Oigamsation(PLO) wiH not par-, 
-ticzpale in die talks. -The -other is 
that any Israeli meeting with 
Palestinians before elections in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip be limited to discus- 
sing the election itself, raid 
embassy spokeswoman Ruth 
Yaron. 

The letter, sent by Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Mbshe Arens Mon- 
day night, appeared aimed at 
defoang tensions with Washing- 
ton, where Israel had been por- 
trayed as hindering progress on 
the U.S. plan. 

Arens informed Baker in the 
letter that Israel “accepted basi- 
cally” his five-paint proposal for 
a meeting with Palestinians, 
Yaron said. 

Baker’s propo sa l included an 
assurance that Israel would be 
“satisfied” with the composition 


of the delegation and it assigned 
Egyptian President Hosm Mubar- 
ak a middle-man role of consolt- 
ing with the PLO. 

“He is not optimistic or pessi- 
mistic," a U.S. official said after 
Baker read the letter. “He is 
realistic." 

Israel had insisted all along that 
. it would accept the Baker propos- 
al only4f die PLCTwas excluded 
and with die understanding that 
discussions with a -Palestinian de- 
legation wonld predude substan- 
tive negotiations. 

Yaron said that in the letter, 
Arens requested two “tactical 
changes.” One would assure 
Israel that the PLO would not 
participate in the meeting and the 
other would limit the agenda to 
the election itself. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, Arens and other mem- 
bers erf die right-wing Likud bloc 
have been concerned from the 
outset that the meeting would 
tom into a negotiating session. 

Shamir's election plain provides 
for negotiations after the Palesti- 
nians on the West Bank and in. 
Gaza choose their representa- 
tives. 


The PLO, meanwhile, has re- 
jected both the Shamir and Baker 
proposals. I was not clear 
whether an Israeli- Palestinian 
meeting could be held without at 
least PLO acquieseDce. 

Baker was expected to reply to 
Arens, ‘ but the Israeli foreign 
minister wu on a trip to Brussels, 
which could delay t em p ora rily 
-finifaer cootaet'betweeo the two 
officials. 

Last week, as Baker’s drive to 
set op negotiations approached a 
critical point, Shamir appealed 
for U.S. help in drawing Palesti- 
nians into the election plan. 

Shamir, in a letter to Baker 
delivered last Wednesday, urged 
the administration to help over- 
come “intimidation” keeping 
Palestinians on .the West Bank 
and Gaza from part i cipating in 
.the prime minriter’s proposal for 
elections, diplomatic sources 


Shamir also asked Baker to try 
to enlist Arab governments to 
join with Egypt in trying to imple- 
ment the elections proposal, said 
the sources, who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 


Mediators push Lebanon plan 
against defiant Aoun 


0 


JEDDAH (Agencies) — Arab 
mediators Tuesday invited the 
Lebanese parliament to a formal 
session in Beirut Nov. 7 to rafify a 
r econciliatio n charter worked out 
in 23 days of debate by Muslim 
and C hristia n lawmakers in the 
neighbouring dty of Taif. 

The same session wiH elect a 
prescient for the country in p lace 
of Amin GemayeL 

The invitation was in a 5-page. 
document that the mediaotxs — ' 
Saudi Arabia, Morocco and 
Algeria — issued as a guarantee 
for the draft charter which the 63 
deputies approved on Oct. 23. 
The document was read at toe 
formal ceremonial meeting con- 
ducting toe peace parley which . 
was held by King Fahd at his 
Salam Palace in the Red Sea port 
dty erf Jeddah in honour of die 

parli am e ntari ans before their de- 
parture. 

The Saudi monarch congrats-, 
lat ed the deputies for their “great 
achievement/ 1 Through them be 
i»<iiMin m iiated tiie Lebanese peo- 
ple for the "frui tful o utcome in 
eovisrfgHf political reforms and 
emnre toe soveieigD- 

ty of Lebanon and its security and 

stability. 

But m Beirut, supporte rs of 
Christian leader and army chief 
Michd Aoun burned tyres during 
feoontntkns protesting toe 
peace plan. 

Saum Foreign Munster Prince 
Sand Al Fusal read out a five- 
page ttoei w yau in Jeddah that 
oo ut a a cd the call for a paxfia- 
meut meeting and pledged ssp" 
port for die peace agreement- 

b raid toe Arab League would 
guarantee toe jggrfeneato aM of 
toe pb*» on the Syrian w ghdka w- 
demand by Christian 


Jordan 
welcomes 
Taif accord 

AMMAN U-T.) — lofonna- 
fioa MUto Itonh Al Mai* 
Tuesday w rlromrd a p e ace 
agreement reached by 
Lebanese parliamentarians 
BMeting in Taif, Saudi Arabia. 

"We welcome it and hope it 
wffl be the beginning erf a true 
reconciliation,” he told Ren- 
ton. “We hope that ev er yon e 
wffl seek to help L e ban o n 
achieve its sove reig n ty and 


In a statement to Radio Jor* 
dan MefsK said that the agree- 
ment, worked out by toe jrt 
partite Arab commUtee, was 
“toe right bmfamtog tor re- 
medying toe Lebanese erfafa.” 
He praised toe Unless efforts 
made by the poismiftff sad the 
Saadi gwun anttoi 


deputies. 

The plan had stipulate d Syria 
would withdraw its troops to the 
eastern Bekaa Valley two years 
after the reforms were approved 
and a president etected. Then toe 
Lebanese and Syrian govern- 
ments would negotiate the. Atone 
and size of toe Syrian forces. ’ 

The statement said the Arab 
mediators had reacted “a total 
agreement and understanding” 
with Syria on the withdrawal as 
provided in the plan. 

In Beirut, tens of thousands of 
Lebanese marched to the palace 
of Aoun Tuesday, shouting sup- 


port for his rejection of the peace 
plan. 

“Traitors, traitors, mer- 
chants... they sold Lebanon... 
those deputies do not represent 
us, they represent Syria,” 
shouted some, attacking the 
Lebanese deputies for approving 
die pact. 

“Don’t re tu r n to Lebanon... if 
you return, we will loll you with 
our bare hands,” said others. 
“The Mood of our martyrs win 
not go down die drain.” 

It was one of the largest de- 
monstration in Lebanon's Christ- 
ian enclave since civil war 
erupted in 1975. 

Security sources and witnesses 
wttiimited the crowd at 70,000 
people, most waving oSve bran- 
dies, Lebanese Bags or pictures 
of Aoun. 

Banks, shops, offices and 
schools dosed m east Beirut and 
streets were deserted except for 
the protesters. Black smoke rose 
over the area from tyres set 
aMaze by Qmstian mflrtants. 

“No to Syria in Lebanon. With 
Aoun until liberation,” read one 
of scons of banners in Tuesday’s 
d e m o ns tration. 

“No to tosgrace, no to snburis- 
aon. We are with the war of 
liberation until toe finish... we 
wiH fight to the last tom of us... 
we wul continue at any cost,” 
read another. 

“This agreement win not end 
tiie war. Those (deputies) who 
say they are trying to save the 
co untr y are the ones who des- 
troyed it,” said EEe Mdki, a 
univ e rsi ty student. “They sold 
the Mood of our martyrs.” 

The crowd went wild as Aoun 
emerged from his ruined palace 
in the Beirut suburb of Baabda to 



Michel Aoun 
address them. 

Applause lasted 15 minutes. A 
brass band played the national 
anthem before Aoun could deliv- 
er his speech. 

Addressing the demoostraton, 

Aoun said that the reference in 

the accord to the timing of a 
Syrian withdrawal “is very vague, 
from now until eternity." 

“We don’t want to give away 
our beloved land,” Aoun said in 
bis address. 

Syrian official new spap ers said 
Ttesday that Aoun would renew 
fighting in Lebanon to abort the 
plan. 

The daily Tisbrin said that 
Aran was an obstacle to recon- 
ciliation in Lebanon. 

“Atom’s statements indicate 
that those who would be harmed 
by recontiliatian would not aban- 
don their weapons. They will 
doable their attem p ts to abort 
what has been achieved in Taif,” 
the newspaper said. 

. Syrian official media Tuesday 
expressed further satisfaction 
with toe accord. 


NATO 
opens 
key talks 

VILAMOURA, Portugal (Agen- 
cies) — Mindful of the dramatic 
events unfolding in the Soviet- 
bloc, North Atlantic Treatay 
Organisation (NATO) defence 
chiefs met Tuesday to discuss tiie 
Western affiance’s nuclear needs 
in an era of reduced East-West 
tension. 

U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney and toiler NATO n w iki m 
began their two-day strategy ses- 
sion at the Quinta do Lago resort 
on the southern coast of Portugal. 

Chenmr told the meeting tiie 
Soviet Union stiD posed a major 
threat to Western Europe despite 
rapid political changes in the 
Communist bloc. 

Weste rn officials said Cheney 
reported that Moscow had mod- 
ernised strategic nuclear forces 
and retained considerable capabi- 
lities in space and co n ve n t i onal 
weapons. 

Moscow was boosting the num- 
ber of long-range SS-24 and SS-25 
missiles winch can also be aimed 
at Western Europe, Cheney said. 

A day earlier in Moscow, 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze conceded that a 
disputed Soviet radar station 
violated the U.S.-Soviet Anti- 
Ballistic Missile (ABM), treaty 
and reiterated it would be dis- 
mantled. 

“We are saving the ABM trea- 
ty and opening the way to the 
conclusion of a treaty on strategic 
weapons,” Shevardnadze told the 
Supreme Soviet legislature in a 
surprisingly frank speech. 

The foreign minister ahn said 
the Kremlin was wiffing to negoti- 
ate the disbanding of tire NATO 
and Warsaw Pact military 
alliance* in Europe. 


Refugees, return of land focus 
of Mideast problem — Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jcodan’s 
permanent representative to 
the United Nations Abdullah 
Salah said Tuesday that the 
Palestinian refugee problem 
was an essential part of the 
Palestine question. 

The right of the Palestinian 
people to repatriation consti- 
tuted the crux of the Palestine 
question until 1967, but fol- 
lowing Israel’s occupation erf 
tiie West Bank and Gaza Strip 
in that year the right to repat- 
riation and the restoration of 
the occupied Arab territories 
have become the focus of the 
problem, Salah said. 

Addressing the United Na- 
tions General Assembly’s 
Special Political Committee 
(SPC), Salah said the fiving 
and health conditions of 
Palestinian refugees were not 
up to the nrinimmn standard. 
However, be noted, the situa- 
tion in Jordan and Syria was 
satisfactory. 

The political committee 
Tuesday discussed the situa- 
tion of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refngees (UN- 
RWA). Salah said any 
attempt to compare between 
the difficulties UNRWA faces 


in the host Arab countries, 
including Lebanon, and tire 
Israeli practices against UN- 
RWA was totally unaccept- 
able. Israel is an occupying 
authority and as such it is 
responsible for creating the 
Palestine problem and for the 
failure to find a just solution 
to it, he said. Israel has a 
hostile and passive attitude 
to w a rds UNRWA while the 
host Arab countries shoulder 
great responsibilities for the 
Palestinian refugees and look 
positively at UNRWA and 
twain tain dose cooperation 
with it, he said. 

Salah noted that if Jordan 
were to abandon its responsi- 
bilities for providing infras- 
tructure services, secondary 
education and health and so- 
cial care to tire Palestine re- 
fugees, then UNRWA would 
need many times of its current 
budget to cover such services 
for the refugees. 

The Israeli measures 
against UNRWA staff in the 
occupied Arab ter rito ri es is 
not but a part of its passive 
policies against UNRWA and 
the Palestine refugees, he 
said. 

Salah refuted Israeli allega- 


tions that the Palestinian up- 
rising was to blame for the 
deteriorating educational and 
health situations in the occu- 
pied territories and obstruct- 
ing UNRWA services there. 

Salah noted that the Israeli 
authorities had closed down 90 
schools out of 98 schools in the 
West Bank for the second year 
muring. Furthermore, it has 
caused the disruption of educa- 
tion at Gaza Snip schools be- 
cause of frequent curfews, arrest 
and tbe closure erf schools. Salah 
said that such attempts reflect the 
Israeli intention to deprive the 
Palestinians from the right to 
edneatiofi and to spread illiteracy 
am ong them at a time when the 
whole worid is striving to figbt 
iDteracy w oridwide. 

Salah said oppressive Israeli 
measures against tbe Palestinian 
people show Israel's defiance of 
the international community and 
refused to recognise the right of 
the Palestinians to repatriation or 

compensation . 

The services provided by UN- 
RWA, in no way be looked at as 
an alternative for tbe political 
solution to the Palestine ques- 
tion, he arid- The difficult sana- 
tions of toe Palestinian refugees 
call for sustaining UNRWA ser- 
vices and for finding just and 
durable settlement to the Arab- 
Israeh conflict, he added. 


Israel unhappy over British 
envoy’s Beit Sahour visit 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel has 
tested a gftimtt a British 
mat’s visit to a West Bank town 
which the army had declared a 
closed military zone because of 
a tax revolt, an Israeli official 
said Tuesday. 

The British consul general in 
occupied Jerusalem, Ivan Cal- 
lan, told Reuters shortly after 
the incident two weeks ago that 
he drove into Beit Sahour 
without army in terference and 
was not told the area was a 
dosed militar y zone. 

The offidaf, who asked not 
to be identified, said toe dosnre 
was “public knowledge” but 
would not elaborate. He sod 
Israeli Ambassador to Britain 
Yoav Biran lodged a formal 
: with the British Foreign 
last week. 

Residents of the mkkfle-dass 
town near Bethlehem have re- 
fused to pay tares as part of a 
civil disobedience campaign to 
resist Israeli occupation of tire 


West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

In the past month, tbe army 
has confiscated some $l-25 nril- 
fion in p ropert y , imposed long 
military closures and barred 
journalists and peace activists. 

Posters offering a $10,000 re- 
ward for the arrest, trial and 
expulsion <rf Pufestioian activist 
Faisal Hnsseftri were put up' 
Toesday by a new Israeli group 
called Justice. 


The group, including Jewish 
settlers from the occupied terri- 
tories, demanded in a news 
release the arrest of Palesti- 
nians leadipg the 22-month-old 
uprising and of Israeli leaders 
for failing to wipe out tire re- 
volt 

The posters, resembling 
notices issued by the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion, feature the word wanted 
in red ova- a black-and-white 
picture of Husseini. They call 
him a “terrorist leader of the 
PLO murderers organisation." 

The group — Zedek in Heb- 
rew — said it had began posting 
the notices in Jerusalem and 
planned to put them up in other 
{daces. Husseini, a PLO sup- 
porter in Arab Jerusalem, was 
abroad and unavailable for 
comm e n t 

Hnsseari was jailed without 
trial for 18 months — starting 
before tibe uprising erupted — 
on suspicion of anti-Israel acti- 
vities. He was released in 
January. 

Israeli troops shot dead a 
Palestinian protester in the 
Wert Bank Monday and a milit- 
ary court jailed a Gaza Strip 
Arab for nine years for throw- 
ing a petrol bomb and stones, 
nSitary sources said. 

Palestinians identified the 
dead youth as Mohammad Abu 
Labdeh, 19. They said troops 


took away hsbody and another 
Palestinian wounded in the 
dash near Tulkarm refugee 
camp. 

Abu Labdeb’s death raised to 
at least 693 the number of 
Arabs who have <fied in the 
uprisin g. 

A military court in Gaza 
sentenced Mahmoud Al Ahzal, 
23, to 12 years in prison with 
three suspended, for attacking 
soldiers with a firebomb and on 
a number of occasions with 
stones. 

An army spokesman said he 
tyas not sure whether any sol- 
diers were injured in the- 
attacks. 

In Jerusalem, prosecutor 
Dorit Brinish appealed to the 
suprem e court against a lower 
court’s acquittal of a Jewish 
settler accused of manslaughter 
for shooting dead a Pa l e stinian 
giri in the Gaza Strip after 
stooe-throwens pelted ms car. 

The settler, Shimon Yifirah, 
was convicted last month of 
negligence in the November 
1987 shooting and given a 
seven-month suspended sent- 
ence. The court ruled he did 
not mean to cause tbe death. 

In her appeal to rehear the 
case, Beimsh argued that the 
light sentence did not justify the 
severity of Yifrah’s action. She 
also questioned h» justification 
for shooting at all. 


Pretoria hints at emergency end 


BLOEMFONTEIN, South Afri- 
ca (Agencies) — South Africa 
strongly hinted Toesday that it 
may soon start lifting a tiuee- 
r-old state of eaten 
condition set ! 
for entering political negotia- 
tions. 

“We would like to lift the 
em er g ency. We would like to 
remove toe constraints imposed 
by the emergency,” Justice 
Minister Koine Coetsee told a 
of tbe ruling National 
in Orange Free Sate 

province. 

He was elaborating on major 
in the past week by new 
F.W.de Klerk who said 
the emergency could be lifted 
provided black opposition groups 
renounced violence. 

De Klerk has raised hopes of a 
break in tiie deadlock between 
tiie white government and the 
voteless black majority. 

Coetsee said the emergency, 
imposed in June 1986 to curb a 
bind: revolt, was a situation 
brought about by people who 
wanted to bring down the rule of 
law. 

“Therefore we are moving to- 
wards a situation in which every- 
one is being educated to observe 


the law, to observe the limits of 
other people,” be said. 

He said a relaxation of bans 
on public protests introduced by 
de Klerk's month-old administra- 
tion had shown that people were 
basically law-abiding. 

Peaceful anti- g over nm ent de- 
monstrations by tens of 
thousands, the largest for years, 
have taken place regularly since 
the hands-off policy was intro- 
duced. 

ANC fenders meet 

Eight African National Gni- 

seven freed from prisonQct^S 
held a strategy meeting Monday, 
unhindered by police even 
flwwjjh tfafir mffvemftn* tehmcally 
remains outlawed. 

A statement issued after tiie 
meeting said the men would con- 
sult with exQed ANC officials and 
would address poficy issues next 
Sunday al a mass rally planned at 
a soccer near Johannes- 

burg. 

The meeting marked a reunion 
for die seven recently released 
men and a colleague, Govan 
Mbeki, who was freed from pris- 
joa in November 1987. 


Mbeki, 79, has been barred 
from travelling and attending 
political gatherings since Ins re- 
lease, but the government Sun- 
day lifted the restrictions for one 
week- He flew to Johannesburg 
Monday from his hometown erf 
Port Elizabeth. 

Tbe other seven were released 
nncrwtjt ionaDy, and have spoken 
out freely on behalf of thrir guer- 
rilla movement. They have en- 
dorsed the ANCs use of violence 
in its campaign to end white- 
min a rity domination and have 
demanded concessions from tbe 
government as a precondition for 
negotiations. 

The eight men met with other 
anti-apartheid leaders in private 
few more than three hours at a 
community centre in Soweto, 
engaged in “an in-depth 


of the way forward, 1 
acaHxSng to the statement from a 
coalition of activists. 

Mbeki and five of tbe men 
freed this month received fife 
sentences in 1964, akkig with 
paramount ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela, after being convicted of 
treason for plotting a sabotage 
campaign. Mandela remains im- 
prisoned, althongh tiie govern- 
ment is considering his release. 
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Lebanese are united in thirst 
for peace, divided over pact 


BEIRUT (R) — War-sickened Lebanese are united 
in their thirst for peace but divided whether a pact 
readied in Saudi Arabia can end their 14 years of 
suffering. 


“Syria oat, Syria out,* 1 shoaled 
scores of students, waving red- 
and-white Lebanese flags and pic- 
tures of army chief General 
Michel Aoon, the leading voice 
for rejection of the Arab-bro- 
kered plan. 

On the other side of the “green 
line” which splits Beirut into pre- 
dominantly Christian and Muslim 
halves, Ali Jaber, a Muslim resi- 
dent, said: “Peace, at any cost, is 
a great achievement because the 
war is no longer a tool for politic- 
al progress.” 

Lebanese, regardless of sects 
or affiliations, spent much of the 
morning discussing whether the 
pact endorsed by Christian and 
Muslim metnbeis of parliament 
Sunday in the Saudi resort of Taif 
would be followed by more war 
or a farther fragile truce. 


After 14 years of civil conflict 
arid the devastating March- to- 
September battle of Beirut be- 
tween Aoun’s troops and Syrian 
forces, real peace seemed 
too much to hope for. 

Many of the people inter- 
viewed by Reuters on Monday 
bailed the pact, largely because 
they felt it aimed to consolidate 
September’s ceasefire. 

“We’ve been longing for 
peace. I don’t support any of the 
political leaders. I only care for 
my daily bread, X just want to 

provide my children with food,” 
said Ahmad Kamel, a shoe 

shiner. 

“The pact is worthless. It is just 
ink on paper. Let’s see it im- 
plemented on the ground first 
and then we can have hopes,” be 
said. 


Hassan Jassem, a vegetable 
vendor, said: “We want to have a 
break. This war wasn’t a war of 
liberation but a war of destruc- 
tion.” 

“As soon as they talk about 
peace, Aoun gives a heated state- 
ment and fighting starts all over 
a gain. We want it to end once and 
forever. We had had enough,” he 
said. 

“This agreement even on paper 
is better than rockets and shells,” 
he added 

But burning piles of tyres 
blocked a main street in East 
Beirut where demonstrators re- 
jected the plan because it fell 
short of ensnring departure of 
Syrian troops from Lebanon. 

Motorists who tried to drive 
around the barricades were 
forced back by the excited mob. 

Some sokliera, policemen and 
members of the hardline Falan- 
gist Lebanese Force (LF) militia 
helped the crowd but most just 
stood and watched as black 
smoke engulfed the roads. 


Israel doubts Lebanese peace, 
to continue occupation of South 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israelis, har- 
dened by 14 years of watching the 
Lebanese civil war, are sceptical 
the latest peace plan will restore 
political stability to their northern 
neighbour. 

Newspapers in Arab countries 
warned that Israel would try to 
undermine die new agreement, 
but Israelis pointed out that key 
Lebanese themselves had re- 
jected the accord brokered by 
Arab League mediators. 

“There is nothing to react to at 
this stage,” a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said when asked 
for die Israeli view. 

Israel’s oft-stated position is 
that it will withdraw from the 
“security zone” it occupies in 
Lebanese territory along the 
Israeli border only when Leba- 
non has a stable government that 
can guarantee its territory will not 
be used for attacks on the Jewish 
state. 

“Yon talk here about a process 
that will take a lot of time — if it 
materialises,” said Yossi Ohnert, 
who tracks Lebanese develop- 
ments at Tel Aviv University’s 
Japanese Centre for Strategic 
Studies. 

The agreement that emerged 
Sunday from three weeks of hag- 
gling by Lebanese parliamenta- 
rians in Saudi Arabia was to delay 
a decision on final withdrawal of 
Syria's 33,000 troops from Leba- 
non until two years after making 
political reforms demanded by its 


Muslim majority. 

But the accord was immediate- 
ly denounced by Lebanon’s real 
leaders — those backed by guns. 

Lebanese army chief General 
Michel Aoon, campaigning since 
March to drive Syria from Leba- 
non, said it would “lead ns to 
helL” Pro-Syrian Drnze leader 
WaKd Junblatt called it a “silly” 
proposal. 

“Israel will withdraw from the 
security zone only when there is a 
very, very firm sense in Israel that 
such a situation would not cause 
trouble,” Ohnert told Reuters. 
“And r can’t see this happening 
in the near future." 

That leaves Israel occupying a 
10-km-wide strip of Lebanese 
territory — a buffer zone in- 
tended to prevent a resumption 
of the Palestinian attacks that 
used to spread havoc in northern 
Israeli settlements. 

The zone now has its own dvfl 
administration and an Israeli-paid 
and equipped militia, die South 
Lebanon Army. A medical tax 
and distinctive licence plates are 
fresh signs of its increasing poli- 
tical distance from the rest of 
Lebanon. 

Although Israel emphasises it 
has no intention of annexing the 
area — home to some 200,000 
Lebanese, mainly Christians and 
ShTite Muslims — it has clearly 
settled in for a long occupation. 

In a more covert manner, 
Israeli interests extend to the rest 


of the country, fueling the 
charges of Lebanese that foreign 
interference is a key factor in 
their dvil war. 

The struggle between Israel 
and its Syrian and Palestinian 
foes long ago overflowed into 
Lebanon and remains an Israeli 
preoccupation. 

Syria observes unwritten 
understanding not to station 
troops too dose to Israeli lines 
and not to interfere in the recon- 
nissance flights that Israeli jets 
routinely , fly above the wild 
Lebanese landscape. 

But Israeli officials are sceptic- 
al Syria will ever draw back to its 
borders set during French colo- 
nial rule after World War L 

After the latest peace proposal, 
Israel repeated it will withdraw 
from Lebanon only when there is 
a Lebanese government “that will 
project its authority and 
sovereignty over the whole 
country.” 

“I think -whether die agree- 
ment is signed or not signed will 
not matter because it is irrelevant 
to the realities in Lebanon,” said 
Brigadier-General Amos Gflboa, 
a retired deputy head, of Israeli 
military intelligence. 

The differences left unresolved 
by this new attempt to heal the 
wounds in Lebanese society — 
and die doubts that Syria win 
ever withdraw — leave Israeli 
planners expecting to be in South 
Lebanon for the indefinite future. 


Ozal heads for presidency amid storm 


ANKARA (R) — Mud-slinging, 
intrigue and betrayals are poison- 
ing Turkey’s political atmosphere 
as Prime Minister Turgut Ozal 
■pursues his bid to become presi- 
dent 

Ozal, a 62-year-old conserva- 
tive in power since 1983, is un- 
likely to win a second parliamen- 
tary vote to be held Tuesday. But 
he looks certain to triumph on the 
third ballot on Oct 31 and be- 
come the first civilian president 
since 1960. 

Despite that, diplomatic func- 
tions are rife with gossip of new 
political parties, mass resigna- 
tions and a threat to the legacy of 
Kemal Ataturk, founder of mod- 
em Turkey. 

“It’s a coup and he is a civilian 
dictator,” Deniz Baykal, deputy 
leader of the opposition Social 
Democrat Populist Party (SHP), 
railed against Ozal in Hurriyet 
newspaper. 

Diplomats, however, play 
down press speculation that be 
can still be stopped by a mass 
resignation of foe leftist and 
right-wing parties which boycot- 
ted foe first vote last Friday or 


that his ruling Motherland Party 
will collapse. 

In Istanbul, Turkey’s stock 
market index plunged Monday, 
falling over 120 points or 8.1 per 
oent, mainly because of the poli- 
tical uncertainty. 

Support for the Motherland 
Party has sunk to less than 15 per 
cent of foe electorate. 

Political analysts blame an 
annual inflation rate of more than 
70 per cent, opposition allega- 
tions of corruption and Ozal’s 
own autocratic style. 

Opposition rivalries, especially 
between left-wingers Bulent Ece- 
vit, a former prime minister, and 
SHP leader Erdal Inonu, have so 
far protected Ozal from facing a 
united front. 

But the level of political intri- 
gue reminds some commentators 
of parliamentary horse-trading 
during the 1970s which encour- 
aged instability and led to milit- 
ary rule from 1980 to 1983. 

Four Motherland deputies 
have resigned from foe party and 
38 did not support Ozal in the 
first ballot when he received 247 


votes, falling short of foe two- 
thirds majority of 300 votes 
needed to win. 

A two-thirds majority was 
again needed Tuesday and was 
not be forthcoming, but Ozal has 
said he calculates that he will win 
on Oct. 31 when just a simple 
majority is needed. 

Former Istanbul Mayor Bed- 
rettin Dalan, once one of Ozal’s 
closest collaborators, has turned 
on the prime minister, dedaring 
the constitutional neutrality of 
the presidency must be defended. 

“A numerical (parliamentary) 
majority is not enough to elect a 
president to represent the whole 
people... It throws democracy 
into danger,” Dalan told repor- 
ters. 

Ozal fold Gunaydm newspaper 
he had not yet picked a successor 
as prime minister but expected 
his friends to rally round the 
person he chose. 

“I have already said I will be 
impartial, but that I perceive im- 
partiality in a different way,” 
Ozal said. “I do not intend to sit 
back and watch.” 


Diplomats say that young peo- 
ple are Aotm’s main source of 
support. Many other Christians 
went to work as normal and said 
they were confused over the fu- 
ture. 

“What are these kids doing,” 
said Tony Manx, a writer for 
and advertising agency. “This 
frightens me. The whole situation 
is getting more and more radical 
rather than heading for peace.” 

Some Lebanese, who have pot 
their money into hard currency, 
are now converting their funds 
back, expecting the accord to 
strengthen the Lebanese pound 
against the dollar. 

“As soon as they heard of 
peace, people started flocking 
here to sell their dollars. They 
now want Lebanese pounds,” 
said exchange dealer Abbas Haj 
Ali in the bustling Hamra Com- 
mercial District in west Beirut . 

The central bank intervened to 
prevent a sharp movement and 
the Lebanese pound dosed Mon- 
day at 450 to the dollar. 


U.N. chief 
confident 
on Afghan 
settlement 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar expressed confidence 
Monday that the Afghan people 
would achieve a comprehensive 
political settlement despite their 
differences. 

“I count on the international 
community to encourage them in 
that direction,” he added in a 
written report to the General 
Assembly. 

Although Soviet troops who 
entered the country in 1979 final- 
ly withdrew last February, fight- 
ing Is continuing between the 
Soviet-backed government in 
Kabul and Western-supported 
Mujahedeen guerrillas. 

“I remain confident that, de- 
spite their differences and diversi- 
ty, tire Afghan people can and 
will achieve a comprehensive 
political settlement,” Perez de 
Cuellar said. 

TheAfghau problem could not 
be solved except by political 
means and for this a consensus 
was needed both at tin interna- 
tional and national levels, he 
said. 

While such a consensus had not 
yet emerged, efforts were under 
way to narrow the Gulf between 
the positions taken by tire coun- 
tries neighbouring Afghan istan 
and otter concerned countries. 

Perez de Cuellar said he was 
gratified that, despite the con- 
tinuing instability and fighting, 
the ILN. system continued to 
make steady progress in provid- 
ing humanitarian and economic 
assistance to the needy. 

Referring to a UJST. aid opera- 
tion coordmatiou by Saddrudin 
Aga Khan, he said $800 million in 
cash and kind had been promised 
at a pledging conference in Octo- 
ber 1988 and further pledges 
amounting to $200 million had 
since been made. 



Life returns to Fao 

BAGHDAD (R) — Half a mil- , “ “ 

lion Iraqis are one to celebrate . 1 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Half a mil- 
lion Iraqis are due to celebrate 
the rebirth of a devastated south- 
ern oil town whose recapture 
turned the tide of the Gulf war 
ajiaim l Iran. 

When a U.N.-sponsored cease- 
fire halted Gulf war fighting in 
August 1988, Fao was a bloodied, 
blackened ruin around which 
more than 170,000 soldiers were 
said to have been jiDed in some of 
the biggest battles of the war. 

But after an ambitious rebuild- 
ing scheme the town is once again 
bustling with life and on Wednes- 
day five Arab heads of state, 
including His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and President Hosm Mubar- 
ak of Egypt, will join Iraqis at 
Baghdad’s Grand Festival Square 
to celebrate Fao’s resurrection. 

Coloured stones from North 
Yemen adorn the gate to Fao 
while trees sent by Palestinians 
from occupied Jerusalem take 
pride of place in its gardens. 

According to tire official media 
three million people took part in 
rebuilding the town, laid waste by 
millio ns of shells during eight 
years of war with Iran. 

A 114-day reconstruction cam- 
paign restored drinking water, 
elecfricity, telephone, and sew- 
age networks and included the 
dredging of 22 rivers. 

President Saddam Hussein has 
described Fao as “the town of 
sacrifices and the gate to the great ■ 
victory (against Iran). 

Iraq, which has already spent 
$3.2 Inllion on the rebuilding of 
Fao and foe southern port of 
Basra, says foe reconstruction 
shows Baghdad wants a lasting 
peace with Tehran. 

Hussein urged all Iraqis to 
either take part in rebuilding Fao 
or donate money. An appeal was 
also launched tor foreign funds. 

Kuwait donated $10 million 
virile Jordan built a primary 
school and bouses for govecmnenT 
employees, their gardens and 
facades featuring trees and stones 
donated by Palestinians in occu- 
pied Jersuakm. 

Yemeni masons built the Fao 
Gate with special coloured stones 
shipped from their country. 

Fao fell to Iran in February. 
1986 after a surprise attack across 
foe disputed Shaft al Arab Water- 
way dividing foe two countries’ 
borders at the head of the Gulf. 

Battles raged for 42 days and 


BAGHDAD (R) — FraMeal 

Hassaa Geuled of Djibouti and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
arrived hi Baghdad Tuesday 
for c e leb r a tions marking the 
rebuflffiag of the war-d am aged 
southern town of Fao. 

Ufa Majesty King Hawein, 
the presidents of Egypt, South 
Yemen and M au ritani a and 
prime or mi a fa t w* 

from aB other Arab countries 
except Syria were expected to 
arrive fader Tuesday. 

Along with more than half a 
twHKm Iraqis! they are due to 
attend a celebration in Bagh- 
dad Wednesday. The Iraqi. 
News Agency (INA) said Presi- 
dent SmMm nt Hussdn would 
defiver a speech. - 

Iraq’s recapture of Fao in 
Apr! 1988 was the first of 
several victories which drove 
Irarian troops from Iraqi terri- 
tory. In July 1988 Tehran 
accepted a ceasefire ha the 
eight-year Guff war. 


eventually Iraqi troops managed 
to check the Iranian advance to- 
wards Basra. 

Fao’s population of 50,000 peo- 
ple had been evacuated, early in 
tiie war. 

.Signs in Fao say 52,000 Iraqi 
soldiers and 120,000 Iranians 
were killed in the battles around 
the town whkh Iraq recaptured in 
a two-pronged offensive in April 
1988. 

The Fao recapture was fol- 
ded by a series of other military 
victories which drove Iranian 
troops from all Iraqi temtoty, 
pushing Iran towards accepting 
United Nations Resolution 598 
calling for a ceasefire. 

Fao was an important te rmin al 
for pipelines going to the Gulf 
and is the main link for Iraq’s 
main Gulf oil terminals, some 20 
kilometres to foe south. 

Both the Al Bakr and Al 
Azueeq terminals and Fao’s oil 
facilities were repaired after 
heavy damage caused by the war. 


Chad rebels claim victory in big battle 


KHARTOUM (AP) — Rebels 
from neighbouring Chad have 
claimed that loyalist Chadian 
troops attacked their base in 
Sudan but were repelled with a 
loss of 1,200 dead and 75 cap- 
tured, rndndmg an Israeli milit- 
ary adviser. 

There was no word frotn the 
Sudanese govemmnent on the 
accuracy of the Chadian <&a- 
dent’s account, or even whether 
the alleged battle occurred. 

A rebel communique said 26 
dissidents were killed and 30 


wounded in a 10-hour battle last 
week Monday at Baimssi, 70 
kflometres made Sudan in west- 
ern Darfur region. 

In alleged that the troops loyal 
to Chadian President Hissene 
Habre crossed into Sudan in pur- 
suit of former Chadian security 
adviser CoL Idriss Debi and his 
followers. 

Debi and two other senior Cha- 
dian officials fled to Sudan with 
their forces in April when they 
felled to oust Habre in a coup 
attempt. 


Their communique claimed 
that among nearly 1,050 Chadian 
soldiers killed were 191 officers, 
including Maj. Yousuf Galmye, 
a military police commander, and 
an artillery commander. Maj. 
Bertil Hassaballa. 

Prisoners include Maj. Alla- 
fouza Mefdegue, commander of 
military operations in northern 
Chad, and an Israeli army officer 
identified only as CoL David, the 
communique said. It alleged the 
Israeli was a military adviser to 
the Chadian government. 



apartheid. Tntn was expected to leave Cairo Wednesday for 
S ^iHan and then Ethiopia fur talks with officia ls and church 
leaders. „• 

Bush invites lbn Ali to U.S. 

WASHINGTON (R) — President George .Bush, will have a 
private meetin g at the White House with Tuni sian President Zinc 
Al Abkfine Ibn AM on Nov. 14, the White House has announced. 
Bush asked the Tunisian leader to meet with him. White House 
spokesman Martin Ht zw ater said. He will he vititingfoe United 
States to address the 44th United Nations General - Ass em b ly in 
New York. 

Libyans arrive to moiim victims 

ROME (R) — About 250 Libyans arrived in Rome Tuesday to 
stage a day of mourning for victims of Italian, cotomafisni — the 
day after Libyan Rcwhitionaiy Committees threatened revenge 
of Italy did not pay compensation. A spokesman at the Libyan 
embassy in Rome said they arrived by mr and would visit islands 
off southern Italy where Libyans were departed during Italian 
colonial rule from 1911-1943. Libyan community members in 
Rome say there are reports that 2^)00 more Libyans wfll arrive in 
Naples by ship Wednesday. But the spokesman said there was no 
co nfirmatio n of this. Powerful revolutionary committees in Libya 
Monday revenge a pme Hainm and Italian 

S crty if Rome did not pay compensation for colonial nde. 
oH says Italy kidnapped 5,000 Libyans in the colonial period 
shipped thorn to the islands as forced labour. But Italy sees 
the issue as dosed and IbcsdayAFbretgn Ministry officials refined 
to comment on the threats tty the revolutionary committees. 

SLA militiamen kill 2 commandos 

KJRYAT SHMONA (R) — Israeli-backed militiam en killed two 
guerrillas in a pre-dawn dash Tuesday in Israel’s self-declared 
security zone in southern Lebanon, military sources said. They 
said a post of foe South Lebanon Army (SLA) mili tia was shelled 
near Kfiw Houne, about 20 kilometres from the Israeli bender. 
The SLA returned fire' and two- bodies were found in foe area 
later with a bomb nearby. 1 he guerillas* identities were not 
immediately known. PaJtestiman and HizboQah ShTite gunmen 
luw frequently tried to penetrate foe buffer zone set up tty Israel 
in 1985 to prevent guerrilla attacks against its northern border. 
The mainly Christian 2^00-strong SLA is trained, equipped and 
financed by ZsraeL It has patrolled foe buffer zone since Israel 
withdr e w the bulk of its forces from Lebanon in 1985. . 

3 Soviet ministers to visit Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Three Soviet government ministers are 
expected to visit Tehran in December for economic cooperation 
talks, the Mamie Republic News Agency (IRNA) reported 
Tuesday. It quoted the Soviet minister of xatfraaos, Nikolai 
Konarev, as saying he would oome to Iran along with foe minister 
of foreign economic relations and the minister of heavy-machine 
building. The agency, whose dispatch was monitored In Nicosia, 

said Knnarev annoniirwt riu». npentning visits riming* mating m 

Moscow with the Iranian ambassador, Nasser Heyrani Nobari. 
Konarev is also co-chairman of a Soviet-banian Economic 
Commission. Konarev was quoted as saying “the Soviet Union is 
ready to do all it can to carry out the agreements readied between 
the two countries last June.” He was referring to a long-term $6 
billion pact signed in Moscow during a visit to the Soviet capital 
by Prescient Hashenri Rafsanjam, who is seeking help for 
reconstruction of Iran's war-battered economy. 

Israel, Belgium discuss Mideast 

BRUSSELS (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister Mbshe Arens 
discussed foe Middle East peace process with his Belgian 
counterpart Mark Eyskens, a Belgian Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man sard. Arens was confident about the outcome of procedural 
discussions between Israel, Egypt and the United States on a U.S. 
proposal for Israeti-Palestinian peace talk* hr Cairo, foe spokes- 
man added. Arens is in Belgium on a two-day viat to discnsS the 
effects of European economic integration on Israel with semen: 
European Community officials and Israeli ambassadors to EC 
member states. Israel is worried that foe EC, its biggest trading 
partner, will become more protectionist with the creation of a 
tingle internal market by 1992. It wants to obtain foe same 
favourable trade conditions as the European Free Trade Area 
(EFTA). 

Turkey seizes 119 kilos of heroin 

BASKALE, Turkey (AP) — Police seized 119 kdogrammea of 
heroin in_ this eastern township near the Iranian border, the 
semi-official Anatolia News Agency has reported. The dispatch 
said policemen, acting on a tip, searached a house in Govik 
Hamlet and arrested five suspected drug smuggl ers rinrmg an 
operation Sunday. Police also seized three Soviet-made automatic 
gum at the house, Anatolia added. Baskale is a transit point for 
Italian drugs smuggled into Ttnicey through unguarded borders 
shared with ban in the remote eastern region. Much of smuggled 
drug is later shipped to Western Europe, according to naimtiw 
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CHURCHES 

St M**y «f Namreth Chardi Smfleh, 

TeL 810740 

Assemblies of Cod Gbarch, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Cbm* Td. 624590. 
Chardi of the Anmndattai Tel. 
637440. 

De h Sale Church TeL 661757 
Ta nw l i Gnrcb TeL* 622366 
Chardi of the Anaaadatkm Tel. 
623541. 

AngPcan Church TeL 625383, TeL 


Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Amcalaa Orthodox Clutrch Td- 

775261. 

SL Ephraim ChBth TeL 771751. 
Amman Intern Uouri Chardi Td. 
685326. 

Enonfieal Latheraa Chardi TeL 
811295, 

The Chords of Jam Christ of Latter- 
' Day Sated Td. 815817, 654932. 

WEATHER 

BnUetla sappGed by the Department of 
M e te orology. 

It win be tair with t ea ip e iatiu es 
around the Miami avenge and winds 
wm be sootheasteriy moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds win be ooxtbariy moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


MbL/max. temp. 
A nnum ........ .................. 13/27 

Aqaba ........ 18/32 

Deserts 12/28 

Jordan Valley 19/32 

Yesterday's high iw»|i>istiii sc Am- 
man 26, Aqaba 28. Humidity readings: 
Amman 28 per cent, Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 
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..741391 

..779997 
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.. 623672 
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.. 644945. 
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NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 
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Dr. Mohammad Al A wad ... 

Dr.WaBdSahawnch 

Dr. Abdul Hamid Al Shacr . 
Ferdam pharmacy 


Nairoukh pharmacy ........... 

Al Satan pharmacy 

Yaeoob pharmacy 

pl iai -n ii my 


numb 

Dr. Mazen Abo Bakr ......... 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy .......... 


ZAKQAz 

Dr. Maysoon Hanna 
Khafifeb pharmacy .. 


CvO Defence Depamncnt 

Civil Defence InmwiiMn 

Rescue. ...... 

C5vi] Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192,621111, 

Fire Brigade...... 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police ............... 

Traffic Police 

Public Sec uri ty THe partn pii t .... 

Hotel Onapto s is 

Price Complain tx 
Water aaa Sewerage 


Amman Municipality 

t** ....... ...... ........ 

Telephone Infioumitioo 
^ (dnretory assistance) 

Central Amman Telephone 


Abdai Tel e phone Repair* ... 

Jordan T e l ewnon .......... 

Radio Jordan 

Wafer Authority 

Jordan Ekariaty Authority . 
Electric Power 


RJFEgfat Information 08-53200 

Queen AKa Inti. Airport. 0B53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hnecm Medical Centre .... 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Ama. 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amo.. 
Jabid Amman Maternity.... 

Malhaa, J. Amman .......... 

Palestine, Shmeitam ........ 


813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

642362 

636140 

„ 664171/4 
..... 669131 
UnraendtyHoqiital ............... 845845 

Al-MnasieiHonital 667227/9 

The Mamie. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-AMLAbdaS 664164/6 

ttafere , Al-Muhajreen ........ 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir.J. Aahrxfieh 775111/26 

Army, Maria 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital ......... £02240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQAr 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital ...... (09)983323 

Zarna National Hospital .. (09)991071 
Ibn Sin* Hospital (09)9S6732 

DUD: 

Process Basna Hospital ..402)275555 
Creek Catbofe Hospital (021272275 

Ibq AlNafces Hospital.. (Q2 j247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hay* Hospital (03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 


Tbu wfoanatna is sappBcd by Roytl 
Jordanian (RJ) mfoiwMtim depart - 
meat at the Queen Aim International 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be ratified 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

89:10 Jeddah (RJ) 

8*45 DnbaLAhn Dhabi (RJ) 

UfeOt Dhafcim, Kuwait (RJ) 

18:15 LacaacafRJ) 

lfc3l ............. — . Cairo, Aqaba i Bj) 

Vkm — RhteliiRJ) 

1728 — Bnusds-PaklRJ) 

17s45 CttuflU) 

1725 L ondon, Fra nfc fi n t &jj 

lfc88 ... Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

Ufc4* Chicago. New York, Vienna 
(RJ) 

Other Rights (Tonnlnal 2) 

8*28 Dobai(AZ1 


12:15 Sana’a, Jeddah ( 

1230 Cairo Q 

13*8 - Khwat.fl 

1&10 Ankara, btaabnlf 

17:25 Jeddah ( 

IMS ... Frankfurt (1 

2*28 Tripoli ( 

2kM Paris, Damascus ( 


UpperJkmer price . 
Apple (golden) .......... 

tmoShL. 

Banana ... 


Gallic 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* gems 

(Temlnrtl) -- 

9im ..... Aqaba (RJ) . £«nhflower ....... 

Ud5 .... A m ste rd a m, New T?art (RJ) C°M 

UdV Trah^CasaUancaOU) OnmbenflaiK 

lm Riyadh (RJ) Gnpaben (small 

n*48 LoSdonfRJ) 

12s45 ChboiRl] 5“** - 

. 1939 ..... Damascus CRfl Cr^mfrak ........ 

1 1M9 Kuwait, Dfaahran (RJ) ““l** 

1W5* Bahrain, Abn Dhabi (RJ) ._ 

2M9 - NewDeRn (RJ) ...... 

2*38 ............................ (Ju) tenon 

2kl5 v Calcutta, Bmgknk(RJ) M aBow. . — i... 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) SraSSj” 

ukn.„ 

OSdS 

RomefAZi Ofivw 

- LcwtoaM Mon (*y) 

135N ......... ...... Jeddah, Sana’a (m ftaaegreuae 

13M BnglnziO] P nt ai u 

Mas Kuwait (Kin Saps . — 

Melt Ankara, Istanbul (TK) - Spin** ... 

1W8 — Medina, Jeddah (SV) Tomatoes 

...Sanaa (LH) Water Mefon__ 


Gapes 

Grapes (Hack) 
Onm ........... 

Lemon 

Malta* 

Marrow flat^e) 


Ftmcgtmoc 
Potato 


Os per kg. 
». 420/380 

- 550 / 500 

... 450 / 400 
.. 400/350 

- 580 / 590- 

- 180/120 
.. 350/300. 

270 / 220 
-.250/200 

- 200 /150 
~ <420/360 
.. 230/180 

- 900/800 

- 220 /180 

- 450 / 400 

- 450/400 
.. 400/350 

230/180 

- 160/120 
-■ 160/120 

280/220 

- 620 r. 570 
.. -520 / 470 
.. 300/250 

450/380 
^ 180/150 
-• 180 f 150 
350/300 
300 / 290 

— 650/550 
~ 300/250 
-■ 2207 T70 
. 220/ 170 






.j 
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National News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25 , 1989 



ALL WOMEN sbotrid rtrigu their jobs and go back to their homes 
and look after the ch3droa or engage m other boasebold chores... 
this VMdd solve the nonpleyment problem ia Jordan since the 
vacant Jobe left behind by women could be tffled by the jobless men 
fat the Kfegfem... Urns go the advice and suggestion of a hw«h^ 
seeking a FttiSamotf scat from. the SecsesI District of Amman. 

Asserting that he knows die “mechanism” to end the nncgpploy- 
ment problem in the country, Dr. Afi Hmndeh, an Misfe 
fandana liitt.tta fihte, Satoi day told a crowd of about 600 mm 
mid 40 women gafoered hi Jabal Joffeh: “I announce here today 
that wo men shoold stay at home watting for their husbands or thek~ 
Ware bridegrooms, supported financially by their fathers, and 
nnanployed men should take their jobs.” 

According to Hawamdeh, “it is unacceptable that men remain at 
home unemployed while women go ont and work.” 

He cra cta d ed Ms statements by streas hig that “tltis is the perfect 
way to solve the problem of imemployiaeat.” 

AywmgEasm, who obviously did not cater to Hawamdefa’s fine of 

Drin k i n g , said; “T ran imagine wma Wayi»g at Immwi* and waWnp 
they tarn 2^4md then 30 and then 40 and they we stffl abiding by 
this advice waiting for their bridegrooms at home.” 

At a public debate held last week at the P rofessional Associations 
Com pl e x attended by mi equal number of men and women, 
Hawamdeh condoned the possibility of women r e pre sentatives in the 
Lower Home of Parliament. The Professional Associations Complex 
b located in Shmefoant, a renowned area for coffee shops, 
r es taura nt s, offices and shops wh ere fashionably dr e s s e d men and 
women work and spend their free tone. 

Hawamdeh introduced his grand sohtfan to imemployment in 
jabal Joflfeh by first streashig that “women are half of society, the 
sistera of men.*' 

Although “our staters are the mothers of the fntsore and are 

grmrantpfd dm right tn whiMthw «nH iWmgg tn mmnuwiri ifoolw 

as stipulated hi the dictates of Uan. We wfll fight pobfic interaction 
between men and women,” be said. 

The other candidate addressing the Jabal JofEeh gathe rin g was 
Abdul Monemi Abu Zant. He foensed Ms 29-mhmte address on deep 
refigkms Issues, and lamented that while Israelis were deeply 
commi tt ed to honouring their refig&ous traditions, Mnsfims were 
not. He dted as an wamfb tbe visit to Cairo then Israeli Prime 
Mhifater Mcmchem Begin ia 1979 when special ‘'kosher’* food was 
flown to the Egyptian capital to cater to the prime mtobter. Did any 
Bfnsflm leader ever do such a thing? Asked Abu ZanL 

\ ft ft ft 

- At another gathering, at A1 Nabr Society, three candidates vying 
Cor Third District seats presented their fHnlinrti v e programmes; 
Laith Shbeilat (Mnsfim seat). Sand Qamonh (Christian seat) and 
Janet Mufti (Circassian seat). 

Asked about Jordan's debt problem and a slogan by another 
candidate to ahmfai from playing and caned the Kingdoms 
agreement with Inte rnational Monetary Fond (IMF), all three 
di sag r eed. Shbeflat instead suggested Jordan should join the debtor 
nation's dub and seek debt refief, mdmfing debt write-off. He dted 
Mexico as an example. 

Qainonfa, who was a budget director, co n curre d and ofed for 
tighter controls on monetary pofides, metndfag strict parliament 
control. 

Both gribeflat and Qamouh Mamed prevknis gover nm e nts far the 
crisis. Mufti, howev e r, would not blame anyone and called on afi the 
people to share the burden. 

- Adked wfaat their study would be in FarHamest if amotion was 
moved to adopt Islamic Sharia law, Shbeilat, who described hfansetf 
as an Mamfat, said that that was a premature question and that 
before considering edoedog Sharia, people should opt to practice 
the baste ethical teaents of Islam. 

Qamonh, a Christian dted a number of verses from the Koran 
and tiie Prophet’s sayings but failed to make Mmsdf dear cm the 
issue. 

On the question of Palestine, Shbefiat said Jhat the responsfidhty 
for Palestine should not be left solely for the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). It ta the responsibility of all Arabs and 
MnsHms entrusted on them by God hfansdf,” be 


Masa’adeh to head 
team to Cairo talks 


AMMAN (Petra) —Hie Cabinet 
Tuesday named Deputy Prime 
'Minister and Interior Minister 
Salem Masa’adeh as head of the 
Jordanian delegation to meetings 
of the Coundl of Arab Interior 
Mimfleis which will be held in 
Cairo from Dec. 1 to 3. Tbe 
delegation groups Public Security 
Director Major-General Fade! 
AJS and senior Interior Ministry 
and PSD officials. 

The cabinet also approved a 
recommendation made by the In- 
terior Minister to slop the ap- 
plication of a regulation concern- 


ing the issuance of new vehicle 
plates, in view of the country’s 
financial situation and the la ck of 
factories capable of manufactur- 
ing the new vehicle plates. The 
Cabinet recommended, instead, 
the application of a new regular 
dm, rased along the tines of an 
earlier regulation with slight 
modifications. The new regula- 
tion comes into force as of the 
day of its promulgation in the 


The cabinet also took another 
decision appointing Falah Bakhit 
as mayor of Khahdieh. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


53 TONNES OF FOOD DESTROYED: Greater Amman 
Community Health inspectors Tuesday destroyed S3 tonnes of 
foodstuffs became they were unsuitable for human consumption. 
The inspection teams have also dosed down nine bakeries for 
ftriHrw to meet health requirements, and seized 13 tonnes of dates 
found unfit for human consumption. (Petra) 

SCOUTS CENTRE IN CAIRO: A four-man Jordanian delega- 
tion, representing Ministry of Youth, His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan’s office and the Scouts and Girl Guides Federation, 
Tuesday attended the inauguration of the Arab International 
Scouting Centre in Cairo. The delegation presented two token gifts 
from Ponce Hassan and Her RoyalHighness Princess Basina. to tbe 
centre. Attending the inauguration were representatives of 49 
other cotmtriesT(Petra) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins end 
tbe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
t jr n* and phu» with die concerned institutions. 


ft An art exhibition by Fuad Mind and ‘Amur Kh a mm a s h at 
Abdul Shaman Fomafation’s Scientific aad Cultural 

Centre. 

‘ft An exhibition entitled “Discovered ptetares m East JernsMem” 

by Austrian artist Eva Patz at the Goethe Institute. 

ft An art exfrflrftion by Jordanian aitist Mohammad AlQg«» 
displaying o3 and watercolour paintings depicting nature in 
Jordan, at the Housing Bank Gallery, 
ft Aa art exhibition by Jordanian plastic artist Basina ButooB at 
Alta Art Gaflery. 

ft* An ocfcflritiau of modern American books which indndes books 
at agriculture, engineering, methane and other topio, at the 
University of Jordan. 

ft ■ wi ita w * artists fxfaiWtkm at the Spanish Guttural 

Centre. 

ft Aacritibitfan entitled “Scholars and Revolution” rtflteFfcendi 

^ 



ETERNAL WAIT... Students and corn- 
mu t ers wait impatiently for public transport on 
the University of Jordan road in Amman. Short- 


comings in public transport b one of the major 
issues that preoccupy a citizen’s mind daily except 
Friday (Photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 


Efficient arbitration vital for 
cooperation — Crown Prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Tuesday underlined the import- 
ance of arbitration as an effective 
means for settling commercial 
disputes: He said the efficient and 
quick settlement of such disputes 
would contribute positively to re- 
viving and enhancing co mmercial 
exchange and relations between 
countries. 

Addressing a meeting on Euro- 
Arab arbitration which started 
here Monday. Prince Hassan 
praised the efforts made by the 


Euro- Arab Chambers of Com- 
merce to set up an international 
Nostrum for commercial arbitra- 
tion between Arab and European 
countries. Prince Hassan warned 
against commercial crimes, parti- 
cularly those resulting from adop- 
tion by officials of illegal deri- 
sions to achieve personal in- 
terests. “Such crimes can be 
clearly demonstrated in tenders 
and supply and service con- 
tracts/' he said. However, the 
Crown Prince noted, such illegal 
derisions have a dangerous effect 
on economic relations and trade. 


The Crown Prince called on 
arbitrators and judges in charge 
of settling commercial disputes to 
examine such contracts carefully 
and to trace any and all such 
violations. Findings of such in- 
quiries constitute guidelines for 
cooperation between Europe and 
the Arab World and among Arab 
countries themselves. Prince Has- 
san said. He called on industrial- 
ised countries to look at the Arab 
World as a great economic 
alliance, winch has great poten- 
tial of production rather than 
only as a consumer market. 


Latvian leader praises ties with Jordan 


Soviets ready to arrange 
Palestinian-Israeli talks 


AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Soviet 
Union is ready to arrange and 
sponsor Palestinian-Israeli nego- 
tiations, according to the head of 
a visiting delegation from the 
Soviet Republic of Latvia. 

“The Soviet Union can provide 
the facilities on its territory for 
such a parley and start detailed 
preparations and provide tbe 
necessary mechanisms for making 
the meeting a success,” Cepams 
Alfreds told reporters at a press 
conference Tuesday. 

“I hope both sides wiO give 
their consent,” he said. 

The Latvian leader said the 
Soviet Uoioh’s stand was “firm 
and unchanging, demanding an 
international conference On the 
Middle East,” and this position 
“is totally in agreement with that 
of the Jordanian government,” 
Alfreds added. 

Alfreds expressed hope that 
the new agreement worked out in 


Saudi Arabia would finally bring 
about peace to Lebanon and end 
the fratricidal war there. 

Talbouni, president of Jorda- 
nian-Soviet Friendship Society, 
told the press conference that the 
Soviet Union and Jordan hold 
identical views with regard to the 
Palestine issue. 

Moscow has always supported 
His Majesty King Hussein’s call 
for an international peace confer- 
ence, “the most ideal forum that 
would bring about a final solution 
and just, stable and lasting peace 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict/' 
Talbouni said. 

Talbouni, a former prime 
minister, lauded Jordanian- 
Soviet ties of friendship and 
cooperation in economic, politic- 
al and cultural fields. 

Visits by King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to the Soviet Union 
“have no doubt contributed to a 


large extent towards bolstering 
bilateral ties and the two sides' 
stand vis-a-vis various regional 
and international issues/' 
Talhouni said. 

He said the Jordanian-Soviet 
Friendship Society “is contribut- 
ing towards this prosperous rela- 
tionship, boosting cooperation at 
all possible levels.” Through va- 
rious cultural activities, the socie- 
ty has been instrumental in prom- 
oting understanding and ties of 
friendship between tbe Soviet 
and Jordanian peoples, he said. 

Alfreds said that the Latvian 
delegation's visit to Jordan 
offered a good chance for furhter 
strengthening ties and presented 
an opportunity for the two sides 
to discuss ways of boosting coop- 
eration in cultural, economic and 
political fields, as well as the 
means to curtail environment 
pollution and stem tbe prolifera- 
tion of nuclear arms. 



Latvian Deputy Prime Minister Cepaais Alfreds briefs reporters at a 
hta visit to Jordan (Petra photo) 


conference Tuesday an 


Pan- Arab strategy 
adopted tn transport 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The green 
light given for the implementa- 
tion of a pan-Arab transport 
strategy was the most important 
decision taken by Arab ministers 
of transport at a meeting held in 
Baghdad over the past few days, 
according to Minister of Trans- 
port Hflfmflt A1 Khammash. 

The minister, who returned to 
Amman from the B aghdad meet- 
ing Monday, told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that the 
ministers endorsed an agreement 
for tbe establishment of a pan- 
Arab “self-sustainable” corpora- 
tion to classify Arab vessels. They 


also agreed on a set of regulations 
designed to combat piracy, mari- 
time fraud and air hijacking. 

The meetings, which were 
attended by ministers from 21 
Arab countries, agreed to orga- 
nise a pan-Arab industrial exhibi- 
tion in 1990 in the Iraqi capital. 
The exhibition, winch will display 
equipment used in transport op- 
erations, will be followed by a 
similar one in Tunis in 1991, 
Khammash added. 

The Council of Arab Ministers 
of Transport which organised the 
meeting m Baghdad has accepted 
an invitation by the Egyptian 



Hikmat Kh am mash 

government to hold the next 
meeting in October 1991 in 
Cairo, according to Khammash. 


Queen today opens 
exhibition in Tokyo 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor arrived 
Tuesday in Tokyo and was re- 
ceived by Empress Mashiko for 
the opening of the “King’s Road” 
exhibition — “9000 years of Art 
and Culture in Jordan.” 

The exhibition, organised with 
tbe cooperation of the Japanese 
government and the Jordanian 
Minis try of Tourism, aims to in- 
troduce Jordan’s historic role as a 
centre of dvflisation from the 
archaeological, cultural, touristic 
and spiritual aspects. 

The exhibition consists of three 
main sections; one indudes rare 
samples of antiquities represent- 
ing tbe different eras since the 
Start of dvflisation in Jordan 
through the Arab Islamic period; 
the second section includes 


mosaic pieces from Mount Nebo 
excavations, and the third section 
indudes a collection of folkloric 
national costumes. 

The Queen will open the ex- 
hibition Wednesday at the 
Takashimaya Art Gallery in 
Tokyo, ana attending will be 
Prini* Takahito MIkasa and Prin- 
cess Yuriko Mikasa as well as a 
number of political and diploma- 
tic senior officials and art lovers. 

_ A preparatory committee ar- 
rived here Last week to prepare 
for the exhibition which will last 
for three weeks. 

On the sideline of the exhibi- 
tion a symposium on tourism in 
Jordan will be held in Tokyo, *nH 
120,000 tourist promotion 
brochures will be distributed in 
Japanese language. 



H.M. Queen Noor 

Queen Noor had opened tbe 
exhibition “King's Way 9000 
years of Culture and Art in Jor- 
dan” in 1986 in Paris, in Cologne, 
West Germany in 1987, and in 
Sballabourg, Austria, in 1988. 


Amman celebrations mark U.N. anniversary 


Jordan remains committed 
to supporting Palestinians 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Despite the 
severance of legal and adminis*- 
trative ties with tbe occupied 
West Bank, Jordan remains com- 
mitted to supporting the people 
of the occupied Arab territories 
socially and economically. His 
Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince 
Hassan said Tuesday. 

“The Arab people of occupied 
Palestine receive little assistance 
despite die hardships they are 
going through and the intolerable 
conditions imposed on them by 
the Israeli occupation/’ he said. 
“Israel, on the other hand, con- 
tinues to receive full support and 
all forms of political and econo- 
mic aid from a number of 
sources,” the Crown Prince said 
in an address marking the 44tb 
anniversary of the United Na- 
tions. 

The Crown Prince, who was 
speaking at a celebration held at 
the United Nations main office in 
Amman referred to Jordan’s 
accomplishments over the past 
two decades “in the face of all 
odds and despite the fact that its 
population had almost doubled 
over the past 20 years.” 

“Despite the Kingdom's 
meagre resources and limited 
means of income, it succeeded in 
creating some 200,000 jobs and is 
still going ahead with plans for 
further development,” the Prince 
added. He called on tbe United 



hbh Crown Prince 


Nations and its various organisa- 
tions to provide assistance tb the 
people of the occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

The Crown Prince paid tribute 
to die U.N. and its affiliated 
agencies working in health, eco- 
nomic, labour and social fields, 
and for the U.N. role in bolster- 
ing the cause of peace and 
security. 

Referring to the Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC), Prince 
Hassan said that the time had 
come for the world to deal with 
the Arab World not individually 
but rather in the form of a region- 
al bloc. The ACG,- the Golf 
Cooperation Council and Arab 
Maghreb Union have given the 


Arab World the potential to deal 
with the world at large in one 
voice. Prince Hassan added. 

Referring to Israel’s continued 
drive to attract Jewish immigrar. :s 
and settle them in occupied Arab 
lands, the Prince said that such 
moves “are bound to have grave 
consequences on tbe whole re- 
gion.” He urged the United Na- 
tions to help take measures that 
can deal with the situation. 

Prince Hassan referred to an 
annual United Nations report and 
said it provided ample informa- 
tion on social, cultural and poli- 
tical issues. He urged researchers 
to read it frilly and benefit from 
the available data and statistics. 

United Nations Devel *pment 
Programme (UNDP) Resident 
Representative All Attiqa out- 
lined tbe achievements of the 
U.N. in various fields and their 
benefits. Attiqa read out a mes- 
sage by U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar on the 
eve of tile U.N. anniversary 
which said in part that “there 
were growing signs that interna- 
tional relations might be entering 
a new and more positive era” (see 
page 8). 

Attending the ceremony with 
Prince Hassan were Chief Char v 
berlain Prince Ra’ad Ibh Zeid, 
heads of diplomatic missions and 
regional directors of U.N. orga- 
nisations and offices in Jordan. 



Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Tuesday is briefed on UNRWA’s health centre in Jerasta 
refugee camp. 

Jerash camp gets new health centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Saivath Tues- 
day inaugurated the new premis- 
es of a health centre for a Palesti- 
nian refugee camp near Jerash 
operated by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA). The centre was set up 
through funds provided by the 
Danish Refugees Coundl. 

Tbe centre comprises a general 


dime, a dental section, a mother 
and child care unit, and a labora- 
tory. The facility has a staff of 
trained doctors and nurses, 
according to an UNRWA official. 

He said the centre would pro- 
vide services free of charge to the 
estimated 17,000 residents of the 
camp. 

Health and Social Develop- 
ment Minis ter Zuhair Malhas, 


the Danish non-resident ambas- 
sador to Jordan and other offi- 
cials were present at the inau- 
guration ceremony attended bj 
the camp’s notables and kxa! 
officials. 

UNRWA, which Tuesday 
marked its 44th anniversary, now 
operates 19 health centres mostly a 
refugee camps in the Kingdom. 


AOID 

adopts 

Jordan 

memo 

TUNIS (Petra) — The Arab 
Organisation for Industrial De- 
velopment’s (AOID) board Tues- 
day adopted a Jordanian memor- 
andum on the future perspectives 
of tbe organisation’s duties within 
foe context of Arab economic 
blocs as one of the conference's 
official documents. 

The memo said the Arab 
Cooperation Coundl (ACC) 
would complement the role of the 
organisation, and would not re- 
place it. 

However, foe memo noted, 
any regional or national integra- 
tion process would not be a suc- 
cess unless it is part of a compre- 
hensive pan-Arab perspective. 
The ACC will bolster coopera- 
tion with tiie AOID to ensure 
that no duplication of work 
occurs, foe memo said. 

The ACC will give the orga- 
nisation a major role in the de- 
velopment and industrial integra- 
tion processes in the coming 
stage, the memo added. 


Renowned French pianist 
performs here next week 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The National 
Music Conservatory (NMC), in 
cooperation with tbe French 
Cultural Centre, will present re- 
nowned French pianist Francois, 
KerdoncufF. in a performance 
Tuesday, Oct. 31, under tbe pat- 
ronage of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Alia Bint A1 Hussein. 

Kerdonctrff will present works 
by world famous musicians in the 
performance, the first to be held 
in Jordan this year. 

Kerdoncuff was bora in Paris in 
19S4 and studied at foe Conserva- 
toire National Superieur de Musi- 
que of Paris under Valdo Per- 
lemnter. He has given numerous 
concerts in Paris and other 
French cities. He also toured 
Spain, Italy, the Middle East and 
the Soviet Union and played with 
many world orchestras. 

Music teaching course 

The NMC, which operates 
under Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF). will organise a thiee- 
day intensive training course in 
twanhmg music at foe kindergar- 
ten level and first primary classes 
of foe basic education stage. The 


NMC said in a press releas 
Tuesday that the course, which i 
being organised in cooperatio 1 
with the Goethe Institute in Am 
man, is being run under the su 
pervision of Nouri Rubeibam, 
German of Arab origin and ex 
pert in music education. 

Rnheibani, who will serve a 
the main instructor in tbe course 
had organised similar courses i 
Europe and a number of Ara 
countries. 

The course, according to a 
NHF statement, aims to provid 
basic training to benefit childrerar 
Tbe coarse will open SaturcL | 
Oct. 28 for about six hours a day j 


CORRECTION 

Hie Jordan limes, in a report 1 
on page 3 of its Oct. 24 issue, ■’ 
inadvertently reported that the l 

Ministry of Supply had confis- i 
cated and destroyed 12,000 : 
tonnes of foodstuffs found un- 
fit for , human consumption. 
The actual quantity seized and • 
destroyed was 12 tonnes. The f 
Jordan Times regrets the error. L 
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Salute to the Pope 


POPE John Paul II added a fresh spiritual and moral 
dimension to the Palestinian people’s tragedy when he said 
Sunday: “I wish to make my own the legitimate request of 
the Palestinian people to live in peace in their own country.” 
This pronouncement by His Holiness the Pope comes at a 
very critical juncture in the search for a permanent and just 
settlement in the Middle East The various equations pot 
forward so Ear to advance the stalemated peace process in 
the Middle East only reflect the dynamics of power politics 
in a mannw devoid of «**»« or morality. 

While conceding that it is not fashionable in international 
relations to moralise on international and regional issues, 
stm the political dont of the Pope among millions and 
millions of the faithful cannot be dismissed with impunity. 
There are hundreds of millions of Catholics all over the 
world whose collective judgment on the Palestinian case 
would skmty but surely bear fruit, ha fact the Vatican has 
always had an honourable stand on the Middle East 
conflicts, a fact which is very much appreciated by the 
peoples of the region, especially the people of Palestine, who 
draw strength from the support of the Catholic church to 
their cause. This magnificent spiritual and moral support to 
the Arab side gives much food for thought including the 
search for reasons why other spiritual centres in the world 
are not as forthcoming on international and regional 
conflicts and including the Middle East as the Vatican has 
demonstrated over and over again. In a material world 
lacking spirituality, there is an urgent need for various 
religions of the world to speak ont with darity and vigour on 
tension issues that still afflict humanity. The relevancy of 
religions becomes much more accentuated and remarkable 

whfn their teachings and praarhingg are applwri to maHw« 

that affect the lives and welfare of peoples eve ry w h e r e. 

The Vatican has shown the way bow religion can be 
applied to assist in solving situations that have a bearing on 
the future of mankind. In other words the voices of 
spiritualism must be heard more often than in the past on all 
issues be they environment, disease, hunger or whatever. As 
for the latest declaration by the pontif, on the need to give 
the Palestinians a homeland in a country of their own, it has 
obviously hit the Israeli establishment like a thunderbolt 
from which it has yet to recover. The Israelis need lecturing 
and counselling these days when their leaders keep on 
thwarting one initiative after the other. And it’s most 
gratifying to note that there are still centres of power in the 
world that dare to stand np to Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and make him all hot and bothered every 
time be recklessly turns down any reasonable hope for peace 
in the Middle East. It is therefore in order to salute His 
Holiness Pope John Pan! H for his. outstanding courage to 
speak out when many are silent. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


ARABIC daily newspapers published Tuesday gave extensive 
coverage in the news reports and the columns about a consensus < 
reached by Lebanese parliament members on a national charter* 
that would end the civil war in Lebanon. 


A1 Ra’i daily described die consensus as a real victory for the 
Lebanese people, represented by their deputies, who exerted all 
efforts to keep their country united and to end the sufferings of 
the people of Lebanon. The paper said any leader who might try 
to undermine the agreement, would be facing a unanimous 
condemnation by the Arab people everywhere and should be. 
shouldering the responsibility for any adverse development in 
Lebanon. It is time for all leaders if Lebanon to make way for the 
people and their will, and their deputies and their decision to put 
an end do the war and bloodshed, said the paper. No Arab leader 
could be or claim to be more keen on safeguarding the interests of 
the Lebanese than the people of Lebanon themselves, the paper 
added. All the Arabs who sympathise with Lebanon, welcome the 
new development and feel that the rays of dawn are now near and 
the end of the tunnel is reached at last, the paper concluded. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily expresses belief that che United 
States is in need of a “Gorbachev” to bring about a change in 
Washington’s policies vis a vis the world at large and the Middle 
East region in particular. Hosni Ayesh says that while the United 
States condemns China’s settlement of its students problem it 
continues to arm the Zionist enemy with all forms of weapons to 
liquidate the Palestinian people in their own homeland after it had 
deprived them of their legitimate rights. Ever since the outbreak 
of the uprising in Palestine, Israeli forces have killed hundreds of 
people, injured many others destroyed homes and deported 
Palestinian citizens thanks to the United States' continued aid to 
Israel, the writer notes. He says that the United States, winch 
brags alxiut peace and human rights, provides the necessary 
protection to Israel and its criminal actions. The United States 
which faces a confused foreign policy and numerous domestic 
problems including 22 million impoverished people in America is 
in need of another Gorbachev to initiate a perestroika, which is 
more needed in the United States now than in the Soviet Union. 
If no such “Gorbachev” is to appear on the scene in America, let 
us hope that the Palestinian intifada will awaken the American 
people to the facts of life, so that they can free themselves from 
Zionist rule, the writer concludes. 


A1 Dustonr daily newspaper praised the agreement, reached by 
the Lebanese deputies in Saudi Arabia, and said that such 
consensus was needed to lead to a total reconciliation in Lebanon. 


Hie paper said that the Lebanese people themselves were no 
doubt enthusiastic about the consensus which will maintain their 


unity and territorial integrity. No Arab leader can but welcome 
such positive development, and cannot help feeling indebted to 
King Hussein and the other Arab leaders who actively partici- 
pated in helping the deputies to reach success, said the paper. The 
paper expressed hope that so new obstacles will crop up in the 
path of peace; and railed on all the concerned Lebanese parties to 
contribute towards the aspired stability, security and peace in 
Lebanon. 





By Julia Slater 


THE RENEWAL of diplomatic 
links between Hungary and Israel 
on 18 September has led to a 
finny of speculation as to 
whether diplomatic relations are 
imminent between Israel and 
other Eastern European coun- 
tries, and especially the USSR. 
While Soviet foreign ministry 
officials, from Shevardnadze 
down, remain guarded if not 
actually hostile towards die rees- 
tablishment of full ties, contacts 
between the two countries have 
become much more frequent. A 
Soviet consular delegation has 
been in Tel Aviv since June 1987, 
and after some delay the USSR 
allowed an Israeli mission to 
come to Moscow in July 1968. 
Bat characteristically , while Sha- 
mir described the visit as “histor- 
ic”, the Soviet side played it 
down as “technical.” 
Shevardnadze has had discus- 
sions with both Shamir and Peres 
in the framework of the U.N. 
General Assembly, and this year 
he has met his Israeli counter- 
part, Moshe Arens, three times 
already, first at tbe Paris confer- 
ence on chemical weapons in 
January, in Cairo during his Mid- 
dle East tour m February and 
most recently in New York on 28 
September, where he urged 
Arens to engage in direct dia- 
logue with the PLO. Shevard- 
nadze announced after the 


second meeting that the two 
countries had set up committees 
of experts who would try to 
“identify ways for interaction 
wherever postibie”. But so far 
there have been no official visits 
by high-ranking representatives 
of either foreign mmistiy to die 
other country, in spite of the fact 
that Israel has expressed an in- 
terest in receiving such Soviet 

o fficials 


Business ties take off 


The exchanges that there have 
been have been at a much lower 
level, and have scarcely been 
noticed by the Soviet media. 
They include visits to Israel by 
Soviet cultural bodies — the 
latest being the Bolshoi ballet — 
and sports teams. It has become 
much easier for Israeli tourists to 
visit the USSR: an Israeli travel 
firm can make the arrangeme n t s , 
and visas take only two weeks to 
obtain. Israeli rabbis have been 
invited to tire USSR, and Soviet 
rabbis allowed to visit Israel. At 
the end of July Israeli radio re- 
ported that 800 young Soviet 
graduates had started arriving in 
Israel to study Hebrew and Zion- 
ism and to work on various kib- 
butzim. Israel attended the Mos- 


cow Book Fair in September. 
Historians from the Yad Vashem 


Historians from the Yad Vashem 
memorial in Jerusalem are now 
being allowed access to archives 
dealing with Nazi atrocities 
against Jews in the Ukraine. 


More seriously, economic and 
business tics hare started to take 
off. Flans for setting np the first 
joint Israeli-Soviet enterprise 
were announced in August: cal- 
led Agroorir, it will cany ont 
agricultural projects in the 
USSR. So far it has announced 
schemes to import -Israeli dairy 
cattle and equipment, drip irriga- 
tion technology for cotton pro- 
duction and even a chicken nm to 
produce kosher chickens for Jew- 
ish tourists. Israeli bankers vi- 
sited Moscow in June for an 
economic convention, and met 
members of the Soviet banking 
establishment. The Israeli energy 
minis ter met his Soviet counter- 
part in Canada in mid-Septem- 
ber, and proposed a barter deal 
whereby Israel would import 
Soviet coal and gas in exchange 
for setting up a solar power plant 
in the USSR. 

Some Soviet republics Imre 
been estab lishing their own links 
with Israel. Several Armenians 
injured in last December’s earth- 
quake went to Israel for treat- 
ment. Unusually, tbe Soviet evening, 
news programme showed them 
arriving back in Armenia, flown 
in by a special El A1 charter 
flight. Bat it is Georgia which has 
been most active, probably be- 
cause there is a large population 
of Georgian Jews in Israel- Sever- 
al Georgian ministers have visited 


Grenada 6 


years later : 
Officer says 
mission 


planning and haphazard coor- 
dination by leaders of the diffe- 
rent military services involved. 

Adkin, who took part in tile 
invasion as Caribbean operations 


endangered 
U.S. students 


By Bryna Brennan 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - A British 
officer involved in the U.S. inva- 
sion of Grenada that began six 
years ago on Monday says the 
American troops are rightly 
hailed as heroes but the official 
U.S. rationale for tbe mission was 


flawed. — * • 

Retired Maj. Mark Adkin says 
the U.S. military action was not 
necessary to save the lives of 
American medical students on 
the Caribbean island, as claimed 
by the U.S. government, and in 
fact endangered them. 

He also says U.S. soldiers- suc- 
ceeded despite weak advance 


staff officer for the Barbados 
defence force, recounts the mis- 
sion in a new book titled “Urgent 
Fury: The Battle for Grenada.” 

He lauds the outcome of tbe 
invasion and says it prevented 
Grenada from becoming a “Com- 
munist bastion” in the region. 
But he dismisses U.S. claims at 
tbe time that the 700 American 
medical students on the island 
were in danger of being taken 
hostage. 

Then-President Ronald 
Reagan repeatedly said the 6,000 
combat troops staged a “rescue 
mission" be ginning Oct. 23, 1983, 
to prevent the students from 
being taken hostage by a radical 
Marxist government/'. „ 

If anything,' Adkin says, 'the a 
invasion increased -'the' chances 
that the students would be taken 
hostage. 


“U.S. citizens were in no dan- 
ger until the operation was laun- 
ched,” he writes. “The assault on 
the island could easily have pre- 
cipitated the taking of hostages 
by desperate men driven to de- 


China seen trying to turn 
back the clock on reform 


By Mark O’Nelli 

Reuter 


PEKING — “All my hopes for 
reform are gone,” said a young 
businessman meeting a foreign 
friend this month for the first 
time since June 4. 

On that date the army crashed 
student-led protests in Pelting. 
Countrywide arrests began im- 
mediately and tbe Communist 
party dismissed its reformist lead- 
er Zhao Ziyang. 

Foreign embassies have been 
swamped with applications and 
angry crowds protested ontside 
Australia’s consulate in Shanghai 
this month because of visa restric- 
tions. 

Asked what had happened to 
him since Jane, the businessman 
shook his head sadly. “I can’t say, 
I don’t want to say. The crack- 
down is stfil going on. We don’t 
know when it will end.” 

The official press has main- 
tamed a blackout on the extent of 
the suppression. Police officials 
decline to talk. 

In parallel with sweeping 
arrests, tbe state-run media have 
launched increasingly xenophobic 
attacks on unnamed “hostile 
foreign forces”, accusing them of 
plotting che overthrow of the 
Communist party. 

At tbe same time, party and 
government leaders under Deng 
Xiaoping, 85, utter assurances 
that 10 years of economic reforms 
and the open-door policy will not 
change. 

Roger Sullivan, president of 
tbe U.S.-Ouna Business Coun- 
cil, is one of many Western busi- 
ness people who find tins contra- 
diction worrying. 

Foreign companies welcomed 
official statements on China’s fu- 
ture reforms, be told an invest- 
ment conference in Peking this 
month. 

' “But they wonder at the same 
time about the frequent refer- 
ences in Chinese government 
statements and commentaries to 
foreign plots and subversion and 
the official rhetoric that seems to 
view everything with suspicion,” 
he added. 


A foreigner who has been com- 
ing to China as an official guest 
for two decades said: 

“The atmosphere is as it was in 
the early 1970s. Officials I have 
known for years talk only about 
the weather and what people are 
wearing. It is taboo to speak of 
events in June except to repeat 
the official line.” 

An official who was host at a 
reception for him used the occa- 
sion to criticise the West and 
Japan for their suspension of new 
government loans in protest 
against the crackdown. 

“This proves the loans have a 
political motive. If their aim was 
to help China develop, they 
would not have been stopped.” 
the official said. 

His guest asked if be knew why 
tire loans were suspended. 

“The protests were an attempt 
to overthrow the government. 
Any state would take measures to 
stop it,” replied tbe official, with 
his colleagues at the reception 
listening intently. 

Chinese intellectuals say tbe 
gulf between them and their gov- 
ernment is wider than at any time 
since the radical cultural revolu- 
tion launched by Mao Tsetung in 
1966. 

Repression may save the Com- 
munist party, they say, but after 
10 years of exposure to foreign 
ideas and capitalist-style econo- 
mic reforms, the dock cannot be 
tamed back. 

Reasserting its authority, the 
party has sent graduates to rural 
areas, undergraduates to military 
academies, military lecturers to 
Buddhist temples and told every- 
one to study earnestly a keynote 
speech by new party leader Jiang 


The themes are similar to the 
early yean of the cultural revolu- 
tion. But the zeal of those days, 
has gone and, given a chance in 
private or abroad, people speak 
ont. 

One of Zhao’s senior advisers, 
Chen Yia, head of tbe Economic 
Reform Institute who fled to 
France, commented: 

“The massacre was a precon- 
ceived plan by a small number of 


elderly Communist party leaders 
to keep their political and econo- 
mic power and privileges.” 

“It was an organised coup d’e- 
tat to dear away ten years of 
reform,” he said, as quoted by 
the Hong Kong Nineties maga- 
zine in its October issue. 

Tbe Nineties is one of the many 
publications Chinese are forbid- 
den to read. To discuss such 
material with a Chinese in public 
is dangerous. 

“The intellectuals of China 
have learnt a bitter lesson from 
the events of June,” said one 
college professor who chose to 
meet in a Nondescript restaurant 
he believed would not be watched 
by tbe secret police. 

“Before June, our society was 
becoming more liberal, though 
slowly. But we were too impa- 
tient. We went too fast, giving tbe 
hardliners tbe chance to counter- 
attack. Now we have lost what we 
had won and have gone back 
years,” he said. 

A foreign-trade official insisted 
this was not so, saying his work 
had been little influenced by the 
crackdown. 

“For two months or so, tbe 
foreign firms stayed away. But 
they have come back now. There 
was hardly any effect at all in 
Guangdoiw and Fujian, in the 
South. China still has cheap 
labour and good business oppor- 
tunities,” he said. 

But why the accusations in the 
press that there have been foreign 
attempts to overthrow Com- 
munism? 

“You have misunderstood. 
The two are complete^ separate. 
We welcome foreign investment, 
as before. Nothing has changed. 
But, if foreigners do things 
against the government, we will 
oppose them. That is natural,” be 
said. 

The crackdown has meant a 
quiet life for many foreign resi- 
dents of Peking. 

“I meet Chinese only at official 
functions. We are all very stiff ” 
said one East European diplo- 
mat. “Of those I knew personally 
before June, some have fled, 
others do not return my calls.” 


the country, and met with high 
ranking Israelis including Prime 
Miniter Shamir . Arrangements 
are being made for the reception 
of Israeli tourist groups and 
Israeli entrepreneurs have been 
invited to c onst ruct hotels. Regn- 
lar charter flights between Td 
Aviv and the Georgian capital, 
Tbilisi, are supposed to start 
around November — this at a 
rim" when even Mosco w is not 
directly connected by air with Tel 
Aviv. Textiles, electronics and 
the food industry axe among 
other subjects mentioned and 

there have been rumours of plans 

to set up chambers of commerce. 

A visit by a Georgian delega- 
tion in mid-August is supposed to 
have led to an invitation to Arid 
Sharon to visit the rcpuWfo in his 
capacity as trade and intbstry 
minister , but though Sharon’s 
office was adamant that the in- 
vitation had been made, the fore- 
ign minis tries in both Moscow 
»nd T hiHsi denied it. Israel radio 
reported that it had been told by 
a Georgian official that the re- 
public could not invite ministers 
who are also political leaders. But 
an invitation to tbe Israeli minis- 
ter of education, Yitzhak Navon, 
made at tbe beginning of August, 
still stands. A few weeks ago it 
seemed as if the honour of being 
the first Israeli minister to make 
an official trip to the USSR would 
be the agriculture minister Avra- 
bam Katz-Oz, who had been in- 


vited by his Estonian counterpart 
to open the Israeli pavzfion at an 
international flower show in the 
q mfr il , Tallinn. Tbe USSR agri- 


Oz to go on to Moscow ■ after- 
wards. But at die last minute, the 
minister and Iris party were re- 
fused entry visas. According to 
the Voice of Israel, tbe reason 
given by an unnamed senior 
Soviet official was that Moscow 
wanted to toads the Estonians a 
lessens, for acting too indepen- 


dently in general, and it was the 
Israels who paid the price. 


aspect” — the c ste M rsI im cnf of , 
diplomatic relations —is not the 7 : 
most important thing, but that 
the relationship should be fiSed . 
with “economic, crdtnral and . 
Jewish content”, anAffse rest can 
follow. Roeiga Monster. Moahe 
Arens was (fistmetiy froriy aboat 
attempts reportedly bring made 
by Peres ■ at the-suae time .to^ 
arrange Iris own meeting in New. 

York with .Shevardnadze^ *©. - 

marking that behopedthe fi- 
nance minister would stick to, the 
government’s resolutions, aisd to 
the roles people, have been 


Seeds of discord 


The issue of Israeli relations 
with die USSR looks set to sow 
discord not only on tbe .Soviet 
side. Shimon Peres used a. trip to 
New York at the end of Septem- 
ber to make his own contacts. He 
met Genrikh Borovik, chairman 
of the Soviet peace Committee 
and a well known television joor- 
nab st, who apparently promised 
to urge tine Soviet government to - 
issue an invitation to Peres to visit 
the USSR to discuss economic 
relations. Borovik has no govern- 
ment position, but Peres and the 
Isr aeli n^fa are ce r ta i nly taring 

tins as a real invitation. Since 
Peres is minister of finance tins 
would be in his province. But he 
is treading cautiously. He told 
Israeli radio that tire “ceremonial 


■ The USSRftyg relatively Jittie 
in public about z& relations with 
Israel: newsof visits and econo- 
mic folks cranes almost exclusive 
ly from, the Israeli side. Tbe “new 
thinking’ in Soviet diplomacy has. 
certainly loosened up its attitude, 
however, and it is. genuinely look- 
ing for dialogue. The solution of 
regional problems -Is one of tbe 


key aims of tbe USSR’s foreign, 
policy. Tbe Soviet foreign minis- 
ter has described the lack of 
diplomatic relations with Israel as: 
“not normal”, bat up to now stfll 
insists that there wifi be no nor- 
maKsatinn until Israel moves on 
an international peace confer- 
ence. As a sup erpower , ' die 
USSR has responsibilities that do 
not enter into Hungary’s calcula- 
tions. — Middle East Interna- 
tional, Londou. 


sperate means to save their own 
lives.” 

Tbe U.S. government decided 
to intervene in Grenada “on the 
basis of seizing a fleeting 
strategic-political advantage, 
which had the added merit that 
inevitable military success would 
raise U.S. flagging morale,” he 
says. 


The predawn attack by com- 
bined elite units of all the U.S. 
aimed forces came days after 
leftists on the island executed 
Marxist Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop and imposed a 24-hour 
curfew. The invasion forces 
ousted the leftists and flew the 
students home. 

A former Reagan administra- 
tion official, Langhorne Anthony 
Motley, disputes Adkm’s claims 
about tbe students, saying: “He’s 
totally incorrect.” 

; Motley, a former assistant 
secretary of state for inter- Amer- 
‘ icari 'affairs, ’raid a CIA officer 
spoke with the students before 
the troops arrived and “they were 
concerned” about being taken 
hostage. 

Regardless of the reason for 
the mission, Adkin says, the U.S. 
troops deserved the heroes* wel- 
come they receivedfiom both the 
islanders and the American pub- 


lic upon their return, 

“The people who had been 
invaded welcomed the invaders, 
regarded them as liberators, even 
going so far as to want U.S. 
troops to remain Ear longer than 
they did. The Island was to be a 
Communist bastion, an ever more 
menacing reminder to the rest of 
the nation that their way of five 
was threatened,” he says. 

“This is what it would have 
become. That it did not was 
because President Reagan acted, 
albeit primarily for reasons of 
national self-interest.” 


sum, acknowledged some prob- 
lems but said Adkin “doesn't tell 
the whole story.” 

The officer, who spoke only on 
condition he not be farther iden- 
tified, agited that tbe troops 
operated without maps and up- 
to-date intelligence reformation 
but said A dkin should have noted 
that “a lot of dedshms were made 
on the ground by ground com- 
manders. They were able to 
adapt.” 


Nineteen American soldiers 
died in the initial assault and 
several days of skirmishes. Adkin 
says two army rangers also died 
when their parachutes foiled to 
open. 

He argues that the American 
soldier? had to overcome a lack of 
intelligence information on the 
island and poor. preparation for’ 
the joint operation! 

The U.S. militar y has done its 
own assessme nt? on Grenada, 
finding fault with the lack of 
coordination and intelligence. 
Many details of those assessments 
remain classified, however. 

A retired U.S. military officer, 
who served in the planning and 
execution of the Grenada inva- 


However, he agreed that the 
various armed forces were iD- 
p rep a red to work together and 
said tbe decision to use a com- 
bined force at that time was 


wrong. 

The Grenada operation later 
was cited by Sen. William Cohen 
as the main reason for a 1986 bffl 
mandating a joint special opera- 
tions command. 

‘That it succeeded as it did, 
without costly setbacks, was <&e : 
primarily to incredibly good for- . 
tune,” Adkin says. 


But be concludes that “for all 
tiie errors, for all the confusion, 
for all the suffering, Grenada and 
its people remain grateful to 
those bold enough to launch the 
operation and those bold enough 
to undertake it.” . 


E. German media debate 


nation’s problems 


By Girard C. Stescben 

The Associated Press 


BERLIN — In a crowded East 
Berlin subway train, commuters 
shake tbeir heads in disbelief as 
they flip through the Co mmunis t 
party newspaper Neues Deutsch- 
land, its pages brimming with 
workers’ complaints and admis- 
sions of official bungling. 

In an apartment not far from 
the Berlin Wall, an East Beilin 
family switches off a variety show 
on West German television to 
tune in to tbe state-controlled 


nightly newscast. 
“We haven’t w 


“We haven’t watched it for 
years, but we make sure we do 
now,” said Ufarike Schmidt, a 
38-year-old schoolteacher. 

In less than a week after the 
ouster of reform-resistant party 
leader Erich Honecker, East 
Gennauy’s news media have shed 
their drab and doctrinaire image 
and given voice to unprecedented 
debate over the troubled nation’s 
problems. 

Although the media stOl toe 
die party’s “leading role” line, 
the transformation has been as 
dramatic as it has been swift 

Long scorned by East Germans 

who looked West for the news, 
the media have embarked on a 
campaign of relative openness 
about the causes of the nation's 
current unrest. 

Tbe shift has left many East 
Germans both amazed and scep- 
ticaL. 

“For years, the media here 
were a joke,” said Joachim Lenz, 
a 25-year-old Student at East Ber- 
lin’s Humboldt University. “They 
had nothing to do with reality, 
and the newspapers were frill of 
interviews with happy worker? 
while tbe rest were packing up to 
go west.” 

One of the most frequent de- 
mands made tty pro-democracy 
activists has been for a freer, 
more lively press. 

Although there is still no legal 
alternative to tbe state-run press, 
government media have begun to 
respond to the widespread cans 
for broader, more realistic news 
coverage. 


A day after Egon Krcnz took 
over as party leader last week, 
Neues Deutschland devoted four 
pages to critical examination of 
the nations problems, including 
the flight of more than 55,000 
East Germans to the West. 

For the first time in their 40- 
year history. East Germany’s 
media have offered prompt 
coverage of the pro-democracy 
street protests and other opposi- 
tion events. 

On Saturday, two senior Com- 
munist party officials engaged in 
an unusually candid debate with 
East Germans who had just marched 
through downtown East Beriin in 
demand of reforms. Less than 
two hours later, footage of the 


heated exchange between East 
Berlin party chief Guenter Scha- 
bowski and Mayor Ediaid Krack 
was shown on tbe nightly news 
show “aktueUe kamexa.” 


East German television now 
routinely broadcasts five inter- 
views with state officials, who 
were rarely seen a few weeks ago 
and whose pojbkaes were never 
questioned openly. 

In a live TV call-m show Thurs- 
day, the day after Krenz assumed 
power, East Germans grilled 
Commuinst officials on tbe gov- 
ernment’s long history , of com- 
.maud-styfe leadership and its 
tight restrictions on foreign 
travel. • 


OPEN FORUM 


Qualities of a good teacher 


A TEACHER is n bnoutn Wny frith a message and information to 
convey to m group of people. A teacher Is a person whogfveshuor 
her experience tad ideas about Me to society. 

Teaching Is a talent, au attitude and a personality. There are lots 
of people who caB themselves teachers, bad art hcaptiHe of 
perfonabtg tbeir teaching dries. 

Bare are tbe qualit ies of a good teacher as I see them: 

A good teacher digs rate her studeuts’backgnmads, understands 
tbeir mot toes, ti nts their b eh a viou r. She known tbe dMhreat leveb 
of tor stadests and grows with the m lads of her students. She 
kapwsfbe characteristics of the* generation, Ac way they hot at 
things md tbe way they understa nd their world. She knows tbe 
way they apprehend and knot. 

A good leather tab, tBsansa aad Interacts with her students — 
not stwply gjTes a speech and as ate cooes jto, MeaL A good 
teacher a lways thinks about her students, maeu ifa g their 
aM evm ts, whether big or smatt. She remembers their good 
behaviom aad forgives more than -she parishes. 

A good teacher prepares the lesson, taking into consideratkm 
her students and not ady books and the cnrricnbtm. A good 
teacher starts where the students are to make the process of 
knowledge conthtnous and organised. 

A good teacher never imposes her personal Bfe on Oe way she 
treats her students. She b always nett re and interesting by 
preparing for and thhriaag of ber stndeats. ■■ 

A good teacher inspires her students to be better, by showing 
ffieni tbear positive selves and does , net fane on tbeir matin 
sdres. A good teacher trim to be Bud and respected [by bo: 
indents, since she w9 tire with then for ahnost a year. 


■ - Nqjond Near' 

The writer is a 10th grader at die Abdul Ha wd Sharif School in 
SwaiSyeh. ■ 
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war of stones, slingshots and ballets. 


Another African nation 
changes course 


YET ANOTHER African coun- 
try has decided on a sharp change 
in its politico-economic course. 
Benin is abandoning Marxism 
and introducing sweeping econo- 
mic reforms. 

With its economy described as 
being in “total disarray,” the 
West African nation is adopting a 
reform programme prescribed by 
the International Monetary 
Fund. Under this Benin will be 
opened to foreign investment, 
ranks wiB be privatised and die 
bloated civil service reduced. 

Well over half of Africa’s 50 
independent countries have now 
embarked on radical economic 
reforms in which a common ele- 
ment is thergrenfer role given- to 
private e n te rp ri s e. Ibis follows 
die generally dismal perform- 
ances of the state sectors in these 
countries. 

Another fairly common factor 
is die scrapping of a commitment 
to Socialism. South Yemen’s 
Marxist regime does not spell this 
out, but such a retreat is unptidt 
in its promise to correct “past 
mistakes.” 

A recently announced reform 
package sets new goals in both 
domestic and foreign policies. It 
is aimed at restoring a crippled 
economy and ending South Ye- 
men's isolation in die region. . 

The call to correct “wrong 
stands on Arab and Islamic cul- 
ture and religion” will have been 
noted especially in neighbouring 
North Yemen and Saadi Arabia, 
with whom relations have been 
strained. 

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union is 
adopting a philosophical attitude 
to the economic and ideological 
'wind of change' that is Mowing, 
not only through Africa, but also 
over much of the rest of the 
world. While not admitting this 
publicly, it is probably even re- 
lieved at this development. 

Authoritative commentators 


speak approvingly of the “diversi- 
ty of development paths open to 
.African countries. ’’ They include 
Professor Nikolai Fosukhin of the 
Africa Institute of the USSR' 
Academy of Sciences. 

In a Moscow Radio broadcast 
for Africa, he noted: “There used 
to be a belief that capitalism had 
exhausted its potential and could 
no longer be a factor for social 
progress.” Now, however, it was 
recognised that in Africa’s pre- 
sent conditions, national capital- 
ism was a “progress i ve phe- 
nomenon.” 

Soviet economists have also 
entered the debate, calling for a 
complete ovezhanl of economic 
relations with developing coun- 
tries. Some have siggested a re- 
daction in aims sales and in 
“ideologically approved” aid to 
proteges such as Cuba and 
Vietnam. 

Instead, Moscow is urged to 
participate in United Nations- 
sponsored economic assistance 
programmes and to cooperate 
with the West in such schemes. 

The debate has intensified 
since the official admission that 
USSR is owed the equivalent of 
$138 billion in outstanding debts, 
much of which is unlikely to be 
repaid. This has led to sharp 
criticism of the confusion and 
wastefulness inherent in the aid 
system to date. 

Most of the debts are for arms 
purchases because, as the leading 
newspaper, Izvestia, has pointed 
out* this form of aid greatly out- 
weighs Soviet non-military aid. 

Only about a quarter of these 
debts are repayable in bard cur- 
rencies. The major debtors are 
Ethiopia, Mozambique and Viet- 
nam, which has been quoted as a 
recipient of “excessive" help on 
ideological grounds. 

The Vietnamese had failed to 
produce their own cement be- 


cause they could get it from the 
Soviet Union on credit — and at a 

subsidised price — lions fea- 
tures 


Both sides dig in 


By Joel Greenberg 

AS THE INTIFADA approaches 
the end of its second year, foe 
bloodletting in the territories con- 
tinues unabated. 

In fiie first two weeks of Octo- 
ber, troops shot to death 19 
Palestinians, including a three- 
year-old boy, the highest total for 
a fortnight since April, 1988, 
when massive riots broke out 
after the assassination of PLO 
military chief timiii ai-Wazir 
(Abu Jihad). The statistics were 
compiled by B’tsdem, The Israeli 
Information Centre for Human 
Rights in the Occupied Terri- 
tories. 

After nearly 24 months of 
fighting Palestinian rioters in the 
territories, and trying an manner 
of zKHi-Jetha] riot control equip- 
ment, the IDF is apparen tly fall- 
ing back again on the use of live 
ammunition. The latest indica- 
tion is the new directives enabling 
soldiers to fire standard high- 
velocity bullets at masked Palesti- 
nian youths when trying to 
apprehend them. 

The IDF judge- advocate 
general, Amnon Strashnow, 
argued this week that the direc- 
tives do not mean a change in the 
IDFs basic open-fire orders, 
which stipulate that soldiers may 
only open fire in a hfe-threalemng 
situation, or when trying to 
apprehend someone suspected of 
involvement in a serious crime. 

Writing graffiti on a wall or 
hurling a single stone are not such 
crimes, Strashnow said, but the 
masked youths’ involvement in 
slayings and brutal assaults on 
fellow Arabs justify preemptive 
action ainwrf at ratehing thmi- 

The grim statistics speak for 
themselves. Since the new orders 
were pot into effect in late Au- 
gust, there has been a steady Sow 
of Palestinian fatalities, many of 


whom were described by the IDF 
as “masked youths.” In Nablus 
alone, residents report 16 persons 
killed since September 2. 

In some fatal incidents, the 
EDF vaguely described the 
youths’ activities as “ inching the 
population to violence.” Palesti- 
nians have charged that m at least 
four cases, soldiers either 
“finished off” youths who had 
been shot and wounded, or fired 
at them at dose range wistmiH of 
arresting them. Tbe lDF has catc- 


and insists that soldiers followed 
the procedure for apprehending 
suspects (shouting orders to halt, 
firing in the air, and then at the 


Th e repeated charges of unres- 
trained shooting, have raised se- 
rious questions about the disci- 
pline of soldiers, often from elite 
units, dispatched to apprehend 
the hardcore activists (sometimes 
in commandeered Arab cars and 
in civilian dothes, according to 
Arab reports). The mother of one 
soldier reported this week that 
her son showed her a photo of a 
masked youth and told hen “I 
can kill fthn if I want.” The war 
against the masked youths is be- 
coming ugly. 

The conception guiding the 
campaign is that if the l wading 
activists are nabbed, the level of 
violence in the territories will 
decline, the uprising will be 
slowed down, and a semblance of 
normality restored to daily life. 

OC Central Command Yitzhak 
Mordechai said recently that 
great efforts are being expended 
now to catch and prosecute the 
youths leading the attacks on 
soldiers, settlers and fellow 
Arabs. Mordechai believes that 
blow struck at this group are a 
blow at the spearhead of the 
uprising. 


Strike forces 

IN ESSENCE, the campaign 
against the masked youths is a 
struggle for control, to establish 
who go v erns the territories. The 
youths, organised in "strike 
forces ” or other gangs, have be- 
come an independent enforce- 
ment arm: violently interrogating 
and killing alleged “collabor- 
ators” with Israel, and torching 
their cars »"d homes; setting up 
barricades and confiscating ID 
cards to enforce strikes and wort 
boycotts; ordering pnpfls oat of 
schools to demonstrate; and 
attacking troops. 

The attempt to set up an 
alternative coercive force in the 
territories is nothing less than a 
direct challenge to the IDFs au- 
thority. This is why the army is 
trying so hard to root out the 
hard-core leaders involved in 
these activities. 

The struggle has become more 
violent on both sides. While sol- 
diers have been allowed to shoot 
more freely, the masked youths, 
often wearing black uniforms and 
capes, and carrying knives and 
hatchets, have stepped up their 
ads of violence, mostly against 
fellow Arabs suspected of “col- 
laboration” with Israel. 

In Nablus, residents speak of a 
gang of uneducated youths 
known as the “Black Panthers,” 
who are considered responsible 
for many brutal slayings of 
alleged “collaborators.” The 
group is widely believed to be out 
of control, defying instructions in 
uprising leaflets and even an 
appeal from PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat to stop the unbridled kill- 
ings. 

Some Nablus residents say the 
“Blade Panthers” have imposed a 
reign of terror on the city, and are 
feared as much as IDF soldiers. 


“We are caught here between the 
terrorism of the state, and the 
terrorism of the masked youths,” 
said one man. 

Residents say the "Black 
Panthers" were originally aligned 
with Fatah; another gang, “The 
Red Eagles," are said to be affili- 
ated with the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. 

Not afraid to die 

AS FOR THE youths, the shoot- 
ing and killing by soldiers seem to 
evoke 'more defiance, rather than 
fear. Ghassan ATMasrfs brother, 
Yassin, was killed at the Askar 
refugee camp near Nablus about 
a week ago. In a conversation this 
week in his home, Ghassan, a 
former prisoner Who was himself 
wounded in dashes with troops, 
outlined the simple philosophy 
guiding htm and his colleagues: 

“We love life, but we are not 
afraid of death. When someone 
sees what the Zionist occupation 
is doing, he feels he most fight 
back in every way possible. 
Everyone feels that he has to 
fight for his country, to get a 
state. We are determined to con- 
tinue the uprising.” 

Ghassan said later that he 
favours a two-state solution to the 
conflict with Israel: a Palestinian 
state in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, and Israel in its pre-1967 
borders. 

The Al-Masri family is con- 
vinced that Yassin was killed off 
by soldiers after he was initially 
wounded in the legs and arm. 
They ate reports according to 
which he was carried off by 
troops, wounded but conscious, 
and claim that his body was later 
returned by the army with bullet 
holes in the abdomen. 

One of Yassin's sisters is sore 
that he was finished off after 


soldiers discovered his green 
identity card limiting entry to 
Israel, routinely issued to admi- 
nistrative detainees after their re- 
lease. 

According to the IDF, Yassin 
received immediate treatment af- 
ter he was wounded, but died. In 
general, says an IDF spokes- 
woman, “Our aims is to catch the 
youths. We mak e every effort to 
save the lives of the wounded.” 

In the end, the true events 
matter little, and the perception 
of what happened shapes atti- 
tudes and emotions. 

Palestinians are digging in for 
protract e d resistance/fortified by 
demonic images of a heartless 
enemy. 

The IDF, too, is digging in for 
the long haul, just as determined 
not to show any sign of backing 
down in the face of Palestinian 
violence. Mordechai, unlike his 
predecessor, Amram Mitzna, 
speaks of “dealing with every 
stone” and “being everywhere in 
Judea and Samaria, in every inch 
of every village, town and refugee 
camp.” 

Mordechai’s simple approach 
of “being everywhere” is amply 
demonstrated in the outposts he 
has scattered along West Bank 
highways. Rooftop outlook posts 
have been transformed into tent- 
encampments, marked by a 
prominent Israeli flag, have been 
established. Communities pat 
under curfew are promptly block- 
ed off with mounds of earth and 
rock. Settlers speak of a “new 
sense of security.” 

The intifada and the war 
against it, will go on, escalating 
gradually, because neither side 
has become exhausted. In the 
absence of political progress, only 
one thing can be expected in the 
territories: more and more of the 
■came — The Jerusalem Post. 


Anis Mansour: The importance of dialogue 


By Katia Sabet 


CAIRO — A man of dialogue and a foremost proponent of the 
Israeti-Egyptian peace negotiations, Anis Mansour has carved a 
name in the news media, in literature and in politics. And a rare 
achievement, this 65-year-old former philosophy professor has 
bridged the gap between intellectual reflection and action. 

He seats in the Egyptian parliament and heads the local chapter 
of PJLN. International, a prestigious literary group. He- has 
received numerous national mid international awards, including 
the Third World Prize for Intellectual Creation presented to him 
by the Indian parliament in 1982. Author of 130 books, including, 
novels and erudite works on history, philosophy and travels, he 
has seen nine of his books made into movies and many others 
filmed for television. Arab readers will remember him for his 
translations of major English, French, Italian and German 
literary works into Arab* which led to a close relationship 
between Mansour and’ the world-famous Italian author Alberto 
Moravia. 

Mansour' s love for the immediacy of the news media still 
endures and has left its mark on the Egyptian scene: after stints as 
chief editor of various publications, he founded the magazine 
“October” in 1976 and stayed at the helm for 10 years. 

Today, from his office on the 9th floor of the "October” 
building, Mansour looks at the Nile as it caresses the banks of 
Gheziret island, an oasis of green in dusty Cairo. His warm 
welcome and relaxed attitude show years of experience in 
handling the media, whether he is the news gatherer or the 
interviewee. But these days he is the one who is sought after for 
his shrewd political, comments and assessments. Following are 
excerpts from a recent interview on the politics of the Middle East 
and problems faced by developing countries. 

On Egypt’s return to the Arab League from which it had been 
ostracised after signing a peace agreement with Israel in 1979: 

“Egypt’s attitude during the long years of the Arab boycott led 
to its readmission within the league. We accepted the boycott 
because we respect each country’s right to make its own decisions. 
Egypt espoused the Palestinian cause, we fought for it, we 
suffered enormous losses, and then we decided that it was time to 
speak of peace with Israel; it’s illogical for wars to go on 
indefinitely. Victory has no value unless it is followed by political 
negotiations. A* some point fighting must stop and differences 
most be ironed o at at the conference table. A negotiated solution 


can be found to any problem." 

“During the Camp David accords (in 1978) between Egypt and 
Israel we had hoped to be able to start a dialogue between the 
Arab (states) concerned and Israel, but we did not get a chance.” 

On the politkni rtimate in the Middle East: 

“It seems that the relationship between Arab nations has 
reached a certain maturity and balance. This is due in part to 
Egyptian President Hosm Mubarak’s pragmatism and modera- 
tion. By nature he is a moderate who has a clear notion of what 
Ms country's problems are aqd who knows full well that there is 
no need to add other nations' problems to the burden. The 
friendly relationsMp he has established with Arab nations and the 
superpowers is helping build stability in the Middle East." 
On the Palestinian problem and the Lebanese conflict: 

“Before the Casablanca summit (held in Morocco last May) all 
the Arab nations could speak in the name of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organisation. Now it’s up to the PLO to speak for 
itself, but the root of the problem, is that it has more than one 
voice, some very marginal. It's up to the PLO to deal with this.” 
“All Arabs believe it’s time to end the deaths and suffering in 
Lebanon's 13-year-old civil war. In Casablanca President Mubar- 
ak asked that the participants' joint communique include a 
motion for the pull-out of all non-Lebanese troops from Lebanon 
— Syrian and Iranian as well as Israeli.” 

On Egypt’s newly patched relationship with Libya: 

“Between the two countries there is a hypersensitivity even 
today because their dialogue was interrupted for so long. Egypt 
does not feel secure yet about Libya’s Qadhafi's reactions. 
President Mubarak handled the situatioin very cautiously, but a 
clima te of detente is pervading: the borders have been reopened, 
the 1 milli on Egyptians working in Libya can now come back for 
visits and milli ons of dollars were transfered to Egyptian banks; 
also, delegations of lawyers and engineers went to Libya, and 
tourism is picking up on both sides. It is a start.” 

On Egypt’s relationship with Israel: 

“The Arabs are our brothers. 

Egyptians disapprove of what's happening in the occupied 
territories. The way the Israelis are repressing the intifada is 
inhuman - And it’s not easy to talk with the Likud (Israeli ruling 
conservative party) and with Prime Minister Shamir. He is 
hard-headed, obstinate. But the situation will change thanks to 
pressures exerted by the United States, by the Soviet Union and 
by France. France especially can play a crucial role. There are 


affinities between President Mitterrand and President Mubarak, 
and the French socialist president has obvious ties to the Israeli 
left." 

On the rise of ftmdamentafism in some Arab states: 

“Fundamentalism, fanaticism are bred by ignorance. Any 
extremist, whatever his creed, is an ignorant person whose mind is 
closed to open discussions and who admits only one truth — his. 
In its name he gives himself the right to condemn those who 
disagree and to destroy them. 

Many explanations have been given to explain the rise of 
fundamentalism in Egypt and in the Middle East. In fact there has 
always been some fundamentalism in the region: wherever there 
is an established religion you find extremists on the fringes. Here 
modern fundamentalism developed under the late President 
Nasser, and against him. It continued when (the late) President 
Anwar Sadat was at the helm, and it killed him. Maybe it's a form 
of dissidence, a way of saying no. Or it could be a result of the 
economic situation. In any case it was fed by the Iranian 
revolution. Yet at first Muslims saw the overthrow of the Shah of 
Iran as a renaissance which would bring Islam out of the Middle 
Ages and make it the religion of the 21st century.” 

“Fanaticism exists also in Israel; there is no difference between 
a far-right Israeli extremist and a Nazi. Same mentality." 

On Egypt’s economic problems: 

“We have problems, many problems, and no magic wand to 
solve them. Our main handicap is the galloping demographic 
growth which we can't seem to be able to slow down. No solutions 
can be found until this is under control. But it's not easy to tell a 
peasant to limit the size of his family when each son can bring in 
extra pay as soon as he reaches 8 or 9 years of age.” 

On what the future holds: 

“The future? I don’t see any simple solutions. We are still far 
from the ‘United Arab States.' In Europe they basically have nine 
languages, throughout the Middle East there is one language, 
which brings to mind a comment by Irish humorist Bernard Shaw: 
England and America are two nations separated by one language, 
he said. Well, we are a number of nations separated by the same 
language, the same religion, the same geopolitical situation. My 
conclusion is that the creation of a united Arab entity, no matter 
however beneficial it would be, is not for tomorrow.” — World 
News link 

A prolific writer and philosopher. Anis Mansour is also famous 
for his political savvy. 
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Reservation needs, 
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AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
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INT-L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 



MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. ■ 
Chinese Ramng pot is available 
ftfaiaiwy wfMU t 
Open daily 1200- 13-30 
18:00 -23 JO 

Wadi Saqra Road- near Traffic 
Bridge 

. • Amman, Jordan 

X Tel: 661922 7 
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TOP QUALITY 
HOUSEHOLD 
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■£. SHMAISANIamhah 
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CHINESE 
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. Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
State, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bvbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3 JO 

p.m. 

v- 6 m 30 - Midnight > 
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TAIWAN T0URISMQ 

Authentic Chinese Ftood 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daDy Noon - 3 JO pjn. 

& 6 JO pjn. - midnight 

Location : Near 3rd Circle 
opposite AkBah Hospital 

Teh 641093 


For the best 
for your 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

{After the Philadelphia Hotel 
"towards 3rd circle 


Tel. -6 59519 659520 
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Gulf Arab banks 
weigh Mexico debt 


BAHRAIN (R) — Gnlf-based creditor banks are 
likely to choose the debt service redaction option in 
Mexico’s landmark financing package, regional 
bankers have said. 


They said Gulf banks, with an 
estimated $1 billion of loan expo- 
sure to Mexico, favoured reduc- 
tion in interest rather than prin- 
cipal because this would enable 
them to absorb their losses gra- 
d rally over tbe coming years. 

Few Gulf institutions were like- 
ly to take the new-money option 
because they were not conn dent 
the financing package, aimed at 
reducing Mexico's $52.7 billion of 
medium and long-term debt, 
would work. 

“The interest rate redaction 
bonds are probably the most 
palataiAe for os because it means 


Egyptians fail to fin 
richness in Libya 


IMSA’ED, Libya (R) — Egyp- 
tians are flocking across the new- 
ly reopened border with Libya to 
seek their fortunes, but many say 
the dreams of high paying jobs 
quickly turned to dust. 

Egyptians interviewed at the 
village of Imsa’ed, five kilometres 
inside Libya, spoke of disappoint- 
ment and firastration among 
thousands of comptariots who 
have crossed Ok border since it 
opened in June. 

Mo hammad Abu Serie, 25, a 
carpenter from central Egypt, 
said he was returning penniless 
after three months of fruitless 
job-hunting. 

He said he travelled 1,700 
kilometres by road to get to 
Libya, fabled by many Egyptians 
as a land of opportunity where 
they can escape tile unemploy- 
ment and low wages of home. 

Others heading back to Egypt 
said they were forced to return 
alter only a few weeks in Libya. 
They said many Egyptians had to 
sleep on the streets of Tripoli and 
Benghazi, Libya's biggest dries. 

Ismail Sheta, a 29-year old 
former, said die lucky ones were 
offered jobs paying 80 Libyan 
dinar s ($228) a month but could 
save nothing on this wage. 



Tuesday October 24, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pbaad Stating 
Deatscbemarfc 
Swiss franc 


Bmy Sdi 

627.0 633.0 
10013 10113 
3393 342.7 

387.0 390.9 


Frendi franc 
Japanese yee (for 100) 
Dntdi guilder 
Swedish crown 
bin firs (fix’ 100) 
Belgian hare (for lu) 


99.9 100.9 
441.0 445.4 
300.4 303.4 
97.6 98.6 

46J 46.7 

160.8 162.4 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.596070 

1.1700/10 

1.8467/74 

2.0855/65 

1.6180/90 

38.78/81 

6.2720/70 

1356/1357 

142.00/10 

6.4110/60 

6.8970/9020 

7.1900/50 

366.30/366.80 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss bancs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian tire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns ■ 
U.S. dollars 



SYDNEY — Australia's share market slid to a sharply weaker 
dose as selling accelerated in the last hour of trading. The All 
Ordinaries index lost 19.0 to 1,649.1. 

TOKYO — Index-linked selling together with a feeling that it was 
time for the market to take a break reversed an early rising trend. 
The Nikkei index erased 58.97 to 35,526.55. 

HONG KONG — Stocks ended the day barely changed, dis- 
appointing those who had expected bargain-hunting to fuel a rise. : 
The Hang Seng index fell 0.2 to 2,731.97. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices dosed easier after late profit-taking 
pared early gains in quiet trading. Tbe Straits Times industrial 
index fell 6.60 to 1,358.42. 

BOMBAY — Prices finished mixed on alternate bouts of nervous 
selling and speculative buying as candidates for November's 
national elections started filing nominations. Voltas fell 15 rupees 
to 890 and Associated Cement three to 293. 

FRANKFURT — Prices of major shares were quoted sharply 
lower in post-bourse trading in line with the sharp fall in U.S. 
shares. The DAX index earlier closed just over one per cent lower 
at 1,507.37. 

ZURICH — Stocks closed lower as investors, cautious over Wall 
Street's weak performance, switched funds from the share market 
to tiie fixed-rate sector. The all-share Swiss performance index 
fell 16.1 to the day’s low of 1,129.8. 

LONDON — Share prices in late trading were sharply lower in 
reaction to the slump on Wall Street. But a rally in'New York 
from a loss of just over 80 p oints lifted U.K. shares above the 
lows. At 1523 GMT the FTSE index was down 34.3 at 2,155.4. 

NEW YORK — Blue chips were steady at lower levels in 
late-morning trading after partially recovering from sharply lower 
levels earlier. The Dow was down 52 at 2,610. 


we can gradually write off our 
losses, rather than taking an im- 
mediate 35 per cent hit/' one 
senior banker who wished to re- 
main anonymous said. 

“The debt redaction bonds will 
not be as popular because most 
Gulf banks do not have the provi- 
sions to support a loss of that size 
and will not receive the tax reduc- 
tion benefits that a bank in 
Europe would get from the 
scheme,” he said. 

The banker spoke after a pre- 
sentation in B ahrain by Mexico’s 
top debt negotiator, Angel 
Gama. 


As dozens of Egyptians queued 
at the desert outpost to clear 

immigr ation and return home, 
poorer and wiser, taxis and buses 
brought scores more from the 
other direction. 

“They will soon find ont the 
difference between the- dream 
and the reality,” said Abu Serie, 
returning to his pregnant wife and 
two children. 

The reopening of the border 
followed reconciliation talks be- 
tween President Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt and Colonel Mnammar 
Qadhafi of Libya at an Arab 
summit in Morocco last May. 

Last week the leaders of the 
two countries, which fought a 1 
brief border war in 1977, ex- 
changed visits for tbe first time in 
16 years and agreed to lift travel 
restrictions. 

The influx of Egyptians has 
been matched by a steady stream 
of Libyan holidaymakers seeking 
a change from the rigid lifestyle 
of socialist Libya. 

The sudden flow of travellers 
has created a mini-boom for 
tribesmen and nomads on both 
sides of the border who run a 
thriving blade market currency 
exchange. 


Gnrria, Mexico's director 
general of public audit, outlined 
details of the financing scheme 
which analysts hope will provide 
the country with $2 to $3 billion a 
year in debt relief and new fi- 
nance. 

The package gives Mexico’s 
450 creditor banks three options: 
They can provide new leans in 
addition to the debt outstanding, 
accept a lower interest rate at a 
flat 6,25 per cent on their current 
loans, or write off 35 per cent of 
the current debt. 

Gnrria — who also visited 
Tokyo, London, Zurich, Rome, 
Paris and Frankfurt as part of 
'‘roadshow’' to drum up support 
— told Rentes he hoped 15 per 
cent of the banks would provide 
new cash, compared with an ear- 
lier target of 20. 

"It's early days yet to see what 
the response will be but we think 
that there is enough interest on 
each one of the options to pro- 
vide Mexico with an adequate 
cash flow,” be said. 

“A lot of banks are saying 
maybe I don't need to take a hit 
on Mexico because it is doing 
well and practising good econo- 
mic policies... maybe 1*11 stick to 
new money,” he said. 

A banker representing the cre- 
ditors said since the plan was 
on Sept. 13, there had 
been only one committment to 
put up new money. Citicorp, a 
staunch supporter, had also 
promised rash but had not yet 
said how much, Gnrria said. 

Banks must commit new funds 
by Oct. 31 in order to receive a 
so-called early bird premium fee. 
Several Gulf-based bankers said 
the deadline should be extended. 

The meeting grouped banks 
from Bahrain, Kuwaiti, Saudi 
Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 







Wafer and Irrigation Mlnsltr Mohammad A1 
Kfftmi (second from right), authorises start of 


work on King AbduBah Camp by agoing the 
necessary documents. (Petra photo) 


Ministry awards maintenance 
job on King Abdullah Canal 


AMMAN (Petra) — A consor- 
tium of two local and foreign 
companies has won a contract 
from the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation to cany out mainte- 
nance work on the King Abdullah 
Canal in the Jordan Valley. 

Under an agreement signed 
Tuesday by Water and Irrigation 
Minister Mohammad Saleh A1 
Kilani and represen tatiaves of the 
two companies, the consortium 
will conduct engineering studies 
for maintaining the structural 
body of the canal and the installa- 
tions attached to it which have 
been exposed to corrosion and 
sustained cracks and other dam- 
ages due to natural causes. 

The cracks and the damage 
have caused excessive leakage of 
irrigation water, requiring re- 
placetnetns of sections and canal 


gates for proper distribution of 
water to the fields, according to a 
statement issued at the signing 
ceremony. 

The two companies will carry 
out dredging of residues and silt 
in the canal bed so as to boost 
□tifisatian of wafer. Tbe two com- 
panies will conduct the studies 
and prepare tender documents 
within a year, it said. 

The total cost of the project is 
expected to reach JD 350,000 to 
be provided through a grant from 
the European Community (EC) 
under the third protocol signed 
with Jordan, the statement noted. 

Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Acting Secretary-General 
Zafer A1 Aalem said that JVA was 
conducting studies and undertak- 
ing whatever necessary work to 


increase water resources for 
irrigation purposes and to carry 
out maintenance work on water 
networks so as to boost water 
distribution from 45 per cent to 
75 pea- cent 

The JVA, he added, has 
embarked on a project for trans- | 
forming the central Ghor ramai 
into a water pipe network to 
provide water for 1,667 agricultu- 
ral units with a total area of 
62,000 dunams, Aalem noted. 

He said that the’ project was 
expected to be completed by the 
end of 2989. Another project due 
to start in the coming year, 
Aalem said entails transforming 
all the main and branch canal net- 
work into a pressurised system to 
serve 1960 agricultural antis with 
a total area of 73,000 dunums. 


Ministry closes four factories / 

AMMAN (Petra)— Fbor Jordanian print factories were ordered 
closed for two weeks for violating standards and specifications 
regulations . The announcement was made Gy Trade and Industry 
Minister Zfod who said that those -fou betories have sold 

their products in the local market. The minister has ordered tb£ 
wwmwBate wi th d rawal irfaH defect pMdikag from the market and 
warned the concerned industries not to'abll-aity product which 
violates standards and specifications law in tbeThtmp. 

/Arab Industrial Integration fans’ 

TUNIS (R) — Arab industry inioisters, opeamg a congress in 
TUnis Monday, were told that abnost afl efforts .to. promote 
inter-Arab industrial projects had. failed. *Tfespite numerous 
Arab accords and decisions in the area of economic inrioiL.. 
econonric complementarity and a common market are in difficul- 
ty, ” said Syrian Indust ry Minist er Antoine Jubran, chairman of 
the Arab imnisterial committee. Jubran said most of the 
initiatives foiled because Arab nations wanted to create industries 
at a national level and link their economies to i n tern a tional 
markets. ^ - r • 

Anadarko to search for Algerian oil 

ALGIERS (R) — The U.S. Anadarko Petroleum Corp. has 
signed a $100 miRfon contract with Algeria to prast^ for oil for 
eight yearn in the Sahara, the official news agency TASS has said. 
The contract, signed with the state petroleum agency Sonatrach, 
covers four permits totalling 21,000 square kilometres in the 
western Erg area of the Sahara. APS sain Anadarko was the first 
American co m p an y to prospect for ml in Algeria, ft said it was a. 
production-sharing deal whereby Anadarko's investment will be 
paid for with a share of output. ft was Sonatrach’s fourth contract 
with a foreign company since deals signed with Agfo Mmeraria of 
Italy in 1987, Cespa of Spain in 1988, and BHP of Australia last 
June. APS said two more contracts would soon be signed with 
foreign firms, mrinri m g Total of France and Neste of Finland. 
Talks were also underway with other North American, European 
mid Asian petroleum companies, it said, but (fid not name them. 

Spain, Israel sign agreement 

MADRID (AP) — Israel and Spain have signed a five-year 
agreement to iogreasc scientific and technical cooperation, 
officials said. The agreement was signed by Israel's Science and 
Technology Minister Ezer Weizman and the Spanish Education 
and Science Minister Javier Sol ana. The agreement calls for an 
exchange of university researchers, joint use of scientific facilities, 
and the joint realisation of research projects. 

U.S. firms sign for N. Yemeni Job 

SANAA (R) — Exxon and Hunt corps are to build a small gas 


Moroccan monarch 
makes key changes 


Portugal hopes 
to cut Inflation 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan of 
Morocco has replaced the gov- 
ernor of the central bank and 
named a new minister to oversee 
{dans to privatise hundreds of 
state-run firms, official sources 
said Tuesday. 

They said Ahmad Bennani, 
who as governor was one of the 
key_ figures behind combined au- 
sterity and liberalisation policies 
of die last five years, was suc- 
ceeded by Mohammad Sektat. 

Sekkat is currently secretary- 

S incral of the Arab Maghreb 
nion — a regional grouping 
created last February to link 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Libya 
and Mauritania in a form of 
North African common market. 
He will combine both posts. 

Informed sources said B ennani 
would shortly be appointed to 
another top post in either govern- 
ment or industry. 


At a ceremony at King Has- 
san's seaside palace of Skhirat, 
20 kilometres south of Rabat, the 
Moroccan monarch also en- 
trusted Moulay Zine Zabidi — an 
economics minister in tile office 
of the prime minister — with the 
privatisation portfolio. 

The k i ng told Zahidi that plans 
to privatise many state-owned in- 
dustries formed an integral part 
of a wider policy of decentralisa- 
tion of power. 

“What we want is that wealth, 
instead of it being kept and 
monopolised by certain sectors, 
can be put to the benefit of all the 
regions of Morocco,” the 


king said. 
He said 1 


He said that tbe state most not 
seek to put inefficient industries 
on the point of collapse or run- 
ning at a loss into the bands of the 
public. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 

HARRiS 9-2 ? I 



“Sure, I promised to love, honor 
and obey. But I didn't say - 
absolutely, positively!” 


•TByft TS& THAT SCRAMBLED* WORD GAME 
:J *> 1 J 1/yJ Pfc» by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square* to form 
four ordinary words. 


LISBON (R) — Portugal, 
afflicted with one of Western 
Europe's highest inflation rates, 
should start getting a grip on its 
number one economic enemy 
next year, central h ank governor 
Jose Tavares Moreira has said. 

Policy-makers in the European 
Community’s (EC’s) poorest 
country are struggling with a deli- 
cate balancing act to stop the 
economy overheating white en- 
suring enough investment and 
growth to restructure industry 
and agriculture so Portugal can 
catch up with the rest of Europe. 

‘T think we can make some 
progress in 1990 to reduce infla- 
tion,’' Tavares Moreira told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

He said Portugal had set mod- 
est targets to slow a rising cost of 
living and hoped to cut the annual 
average inflation rate to about 10 
per cent next year from 13 per 
cent in 1989. Last month it was 
more than 12 per cent. 

“What is important is not to 
reverse tbe (deceleration) pro- 
cess, that would be very danger- 
ous. I would prefer to make 
modest progress (rather than) be 
too ambitious and have to reverse 
tbe trend,” he explained. 

But be said tight monetary and 
fiscal policies were necessary to 
fight inflation by keeping a con- 


' ILL BE \ 
THERE A5 ) 
SOON AS 
i I FEED 
ijTHEPOS^ 


Sumer spending boom and state 
expenditure in check. 

Brisk consumer demand has 
boosted imports, sending Portug- 
al's current account $600 million 
into tiie red last year. But Ta- 
vares Moreira said there were 
now signs tiie deficit was under 
control thanks to stronger than 
expected exports, partly due to a 
high level of foreign investment. 

Credit controls imposed last 
March helped dampen demand at 
home, he said. Interest rates were 
another effective tool traditional- 
ly used to control the Portuguese 
economy, winch grew by some 
four per cent last year. 

Portugal’s high inflation is a 
major block to its joining' the 
exchange rate mechanism, of the 
European Monetary System and 
officials say the rate must first 
swing down to the EC average, 
currently around five per cent. 

Tavares Moreira ana Portugal 
would probably not be ready to 
tie the escudo into the semi-fixed 
exchange rate mechanism for 
another three to four years. 

The currency is maintained by 
government intervention against 
a trade-weighted basket of cur- 
rencies although it is allowed to 
float for a period each trading 
day. 


agreement to baud tbe plant was signed by North Yemen Oil and 
Mineral Resources Minister Ahmad Ali A! Moham and repre- 
sentatives of the two U.S. firms. It involves setting up lirraefrution 
units, storage and loading facilities near March about _200 
kilometres east of Sanaa, SABA said. It added the plant will meet 
the country’s domestic co nsumpti on of cooking gas. SABA said 
work on the plant will begin “within the next months after the 
completion of legal procedures.” North Yemen currently pro- 
duces 190,000 barrels a day of oil and officiate estimates the 
country’s gas reserves at over 5.5 trillion cubic feet. 

Iran non-oil exports rise 27% 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian non-oil exports jumped more than 27 
per cent to 35.6 billion riyals ($508. million) in the six months to 
Sept. 21, tiie official news - ~“ ?J ‘ J ”‘ T * “ J 


Sept. 21, tiie official hews ag encv IR NA hay-said. TRNA said 
625,000 tonnes of goods, includmg carpets, pistachio nuts and 
caviar, were exported over the period. 

S. Arabia clarifies financial status 

NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia has said it was up to date on . 
meeting all its financial commitments. *T want to make it dear the 
gove rn ment is not delaying meeting its financial obligations 
despite allegations that it has overdue payments,” Finance and 
National Economy Minister Mohammad Ah Abal Khaflaaid. The 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) quoted him as raying the kingdom’s 
spending was in fine with its budget plans. “The kingdom has so 
tier spent 118 billion riyak ($31.46 billion) from the banning of 
its fiscal year lOVfc months ago out of its total budget which is 140 
billion riyals ($37.33 bflhon),” he noted. He was giving tiie figures 
“to dear tbe government’s financial record,” SPA said. “Whoev- 
er has an overdue payment from the Sandi government should 
come forward and ask for it after clearing all legal matters,” the 
agency quoted Abal Khafl as saying. 

Telerate reports lower earnings 

NEW YORK (AP) — Telerale Inc., which defivers computerised 
financial information, has said its third-quarter earnings dropped 
17.4 per cent compared with a year earlier despite a 14.3 per emit 
increase in revenue. Separately, Telcrate said it is in negotiations 


to buy the 50 per cent stake that its partner American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. owns in the joint venture Global Transactions 
Services Co. In its earnings report, Telcrate said it had net income 
of $19-5 mffion, or 21 cents per share, in the three months ended 
Sept 30 compared with $23.6 milliaiL, or 25 cents pear share, a 
year earlier. Thrid-quarter revenue rose to $127.8 million from 
$112-3 nuflion a year earlier. 


ANIMAL 1 
cruelty; 

ANIMAL 

cruelty; 




Now arrange the drded letters to 
fonruhe suprlse answer, «9 sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


: THE 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Ymmrtiafs I JumU88: GROOM PHOTO AGHAST CUOWei 

I Answer What tha bubble dancer arid whan Iw asked 
her to many him— “NO SOAP" 
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Dutch police arrest youth 
over soccer bomb attack 


AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch 
police said Tuesday they had 
arrested a 17-year-old yoqfo in 
connection with a weekend bomb 
attack set a soccer stadium which 
injured 14 people. 

Two other youths have been 
held since Sunday on suspicion of 
throwing two home-made bombs 
in Am sterdam’s packed Ajax Sta- 
dium during a match between 
Ajax and Feyenoord. 

Police said the youthwas from 
Rotterdam, FeyenoordV borne 
town. The other two were 
Feyenoord fans. 


Dutch concern over surging soccer 
violence. 

An opinion poll m the Tele- 
graaf newspaper Tuesday showed 
at 42 per cent of the Dutch 
public supported a suggestion by 
Ajax director Arie Van Eijdea 
that all profesaonal soccer should 


be suspended for six months to 
by to solve toe problem. 

Some 83 per cent of the 509 
people surveyed felt soccer hooli- 
gans should be more severely 
punished. 

One Ajax supporter, arrested 
in September for hurling an cron 
rod that injured Austria Vienna’s 
goalkeepr during a UEFA Cup 
match, was released last week 
after 21 days in jail and a sent- 
ence of 80 hours co mmun ity ser- 
vice. 

Dutch politicians have been at 
a loss over how to control soccer 
violence, which led to 924 arrests* 
last season, about a third more 
than the previous year. 

Last August the Netherlands 
abandoned efforts to introduce, 
an identity card -system for sup- 
porters after Feyenoord fans 
smashed their way into the 
Utrecht Stadium. 






GOREN BRIDGE 



BY CHARLES QOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
»1M Triton* UwAa tontan. too. 


A ONE-SUH ENDPLAY 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
* Q 8 4 3 
9 « 

0 AIQJ 
4AQ94 
EAST 
* J 10 9 
9 AQ109753S? 82 
0 Iff 42 0 973 

* J 2 *K Iff 874 

SOUTH 
4 A K 7 6 2 
9 KJ4 
0 865 
4 53 


WEST 

4 5 


double, he checked to make sure his 
side was not off two aces before 
pulling her in a spade slam. 

West led a diamond, and it might 
seem declarer would a ted either an 
even trump distribution, to allow 
her to ruff two hearts in dummy 
after discarding a ctub on the fourth 
diamond, or a successful dub fi- 
nesse to get borne. However, the 
opening preempt made both those 
possibilities remote, but provided 
an rfgpmt riposte. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
dummy and drew three rounds of 
trumps. The rest of the diamonds 


The bidding: 


~ 

were cashed, allowing declarer, to 

Wot 

North 

East 

So«tk 

discard her chib loser. Next, declar- 

3 9 

. DU 

Pare 

4 * 

er cashed tbe ace of duhs-and ruffed 

Pact 

4 NT 

Pare 

5 0 

a chib m hand. 

Fan 

Pais 

6 * 

Pare 

Pare 

Since West had followed to three 
rounds of two chibs and 


Opening lead: Two of O 
Preemptive bidding is a two- 
edged sword. Sometimes it will 
force the o pponents to rmsguess at a 
high level; on other occasions, it win 
drew a blueprint of the distribution 
for declarer. 

This hand is from a weekly dub 
game at New York's renowned Cav- 
endish Chib which attracts most of 
the city's best piayen. Sitting South 
was Edith Sacks. When she jumped 
in response to her partner's takeout 


a trump, and presumably had start- 
ed with seven hearts, he had now 
been stripped of all his exit cards. 
Declarer delivered the coup de 
grace. She exited with the king of 
hearts! 

West was wdl and truly end- 
played. If he led the queen of hearts, 
declarer would ruff and claim the 
rest of the tricks; if he exited with a 
low heart, declarer would run it to 
her jack, ruff her last heart and then 

dirim - * ‘ 


THE Daily Crossword 


by. Batty Jorgaann 


ACROSS 
1 Asian land to 
posts 

8 Jail window 
treatment 
10 Coans fils 

14 KRfckknack 

15 Out of Ihn 


16 Marlon 

. follower 

17 Sovarelofrty 

18 Wander 

19 Connery 

20 Icelandic 
Warary 
collection 

21 Plastic money 
23 Minute 

opening 

25 Kicks out 

26 Buying binge 

32 Put aside 

33 Sword 

34 “Baked in — " 

35 Kind of 
module 

37 Rake 

41 Me TanaHle 

42 Prickly shrub 
49 Sales woman? 
47 Cuban patriot 
49 Ages and 



50 Compulsive 
buyer 
54 Duck 

58 Legal claim 

59 Fast time 

60 **SUent” 


81 Batson d*— 

82 Put on cargo 

63 Farewell 

64 Back talk 

55 Something to 


66 


hone 


DOWN 

1 Land measure 

2 Re gre t te d 

3 Saharan 

4 NYC 

5 Over there 

6 Sterile 

7 Century plant 


cien Triton* Madia 
M moM» NaaamMi 

8 Penis# 

9 Trucker's rig 

10 Hero’s action 

11 Comfortable 

12 Take oH 

13 Awaits 
decision 

21 Dernier — 

22 Sped 

24 Unseal to 
poets 

28 RR Stop; abbr. 

27 Chance 

28 Saab 

29 Manse 
members 

30 Baden Baden 

31 Each 

35 Diary 

36 Ms Madoal 

37 Linda of song 

38 Meat leftover 

39 Exploit 

40 Mountain or 
profit chaser 

41 Pare 

42 Rev 
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43 Pipe twee 
44-Makes 
a mends 
45 Tidy up 
48 Ad — 
committee 


51 want 
tor-" 

52 Ciosa 

53 — China 
56 Great Lake 
56 Busy as — 


47 Double agents 57 Stentorian 

48 Singer Bryant 60 Taft loo much 




Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


Dustin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 

RAIN MAN 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Teh 677420 


fdrfc Douglas. Purt Lancaster 
in 

TOUGH GUVS 


y Pterfonpuco -V30. ftOO. 8-30. Ifttt 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Reagan throws out first pitch in Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — With former U.S. president Ronald Reagan 
throwing out toe ceremonial first pitch, the Kintetsu Buffaloes 
shot out the Yommri Giants 3-0 TXiesday to move within one 
game of sweeping Japan’s version of the world series. A capacity 
crowd of 56,000 cheered Reagan’s toss, which narrowly missed 
the backside of Buffaloes' batter Daijiro Ohishi. Reagan, wearing 
a bine suit, laughed and waved to toe crowd. Some people 
chanted, “Reagan, Reagan,” toe former president is in Japan on 
a nme-day viat. Ralph Bryant’s RBI double in the first inning was 
all the offense needed by the Buffaloes. Tetsoro Kato pitched a 
three-hitter over 6 1-3 innings as dm Pacific League champion 
Kintetsu went up 3-0 in toe best-of-7 series. The Buffaloes are 
- * ; their first ever Japanese title. The fourth game will be 
Wednesday at the Tokyo Dome, home of toe central 
champion Giants. 

KultL wins opening match in Japan 

TOKYO (AP) — Top-seeded Nicolas Knlti of Sweden, displaying 
strong ground strokes, easily beat Tadaaki Isaji of Japan 6-1, 6-1 
in toe opening angles match Tuesday of toe Japan Airlines super 
junior tennis championships. The 18-year-old KuM, toe winner of 
this year's Wimbledon singles championship, will meet Masayuki 


of Japan in toe second round Wednesday. No. 2-seedcd 
American Tommy Ho from Florida, ranked 460th in toe world, 
beat Alistair Hunt of New Zealand 6-3, 6-4 on toe outdoor hard 
court of the Ebara Shouan sports centre in Fujisawa, 40 
kilometres southwest of Tokyo. In the second round. Ho is to 
meet Masafoji Komada of Japan. No. 3 seeded Martin Damm Of 
Czechs! ovakia beat Masahidc Sakamoto of Japan 6-4, 6-2. Andrei 
Medvedez of toe Soviet Union upset fourth-seeded Carlos Engel 
of Brazil 3-6, 6-3, 7-5. HidehOtjo Tanizawa, who in September 
became the youngest boy to win the all-Japan tennis cham- 
pionship, beat fellow Japanese Takao Kondo 6-4, 6-1. 

Woehrmann beats Courier 

FRANKFURT (R) — Second seed Jim Courier of toe United 
States was beaten 4-6, 6-1, 1-6 by West German Jens Woehrmann 
in the first round of toe $237,000 men’s grand prix tennis 
tournament Monday. Courier, who beat former Wimbledon 
champion Stefan Edberg of Sweden in a tournament final in 
Switzerland three weeks ago, could find no answer to Woehr- 
mann’s precise baseline drives. “I took a week’s rest (from 
tournaments) and concentrated on preparing for this one. 
Everything went perfectly in the last set," said Woehrmann, 
ranked 74th in toe world. Fourth seed Jonas Svensson of Sweden 
and fifth seed Goran Ivanisevic of Yugoslavia were also beaten; 


FOKECACT FOR WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1989 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll ftightpr Foundation 

others. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
MinOr annoyances that are in effect 
today are apt to be taken more 
seriously than they actually are, 
since most persons are iuarued i o 
led sorry for themselves and to 
have some self pity. 

ARIES: (March 20 to April 17) 
Discuss your present business 
affairs with an outside expert. Give 
your own family much desired 
camptimeuts at tins time. 
TAURUS: (April 18 to May 19) 
Entertain as much as possible at 
your residence today, particularly 
m keeping promises made to your 
partner pays off dividends. 

GBMWt (May 20 to June 20) A 
situation at home keeps yon from 
entertaining at your residence. 
Bigger business aims can be se- 
cured by persuing outside 
periodicals. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to 
July 21) Go to see friends but use 
more care on the highway. Spend 
some extra money now to make 
your home more attractive. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
would be wise to invite dose and 
confidential friends into your 
home. Every detail of your fi- 
nances or business now is very 
important 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 

21) Happy times into good friends 
are best realised in intimate talks. 
Don't allow much confusion at 
home to get on your nerves. 

LIBRA: (September 22 to October 

22) Friends look on you with modi 
favour and pride, so enjoy their 
society. Financial benefits depend 
upon the support given to you by 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) There is so much activity of 
a business nature you need to be 
very selective. Yon need to do 
more what your friends expect of 
yon now. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 20) Carefully, study ev- 
ery single factor involved before 
spending money. Home conditions 
will require much tact on your 
part. 

CAPRICORN: (December 21 to 
January 18) Experi en ced friends 
should be encouraged now to aid 
yon in your usual routines. Look 
for modern ideas through which to 
do your business. 

AQUARIUS: (January 19 to Febru- 
ary 17) Many new friends can now 
enter your Hfe, but one friend gives 
confusing advice regarding busi- 
ness. Get your house in order for 
some interesting entertaining in 
die near future. 

PISCES: (February 18 to March 
19) Old friends will expect a good 
deal of you now so drat dis- 
appoint them. Do special favours 
now for your attachment 

Today's cMd; If your child were 
bom today he or sue will be one of 
those well coordinated well ba- 
lanced individuals who can formu- 
late a plan of action that makes a 
lot of common sense and stick with 
it, without faltering to the happy 
conduskm. If this progeny sticks to 
business they wifi have much suc- 
cess in tiih lifetime. 

"The stars impel, they do not 
compel” What you make of your 
fife is largely up to you. 


Van Basten 
aiming for 2nd 
European title 

DUTCH international Marco 
Van Basten, in superb form for 
AC Milan after just three match- 
es following a six-week absence 
through injury, is aiming for his 
second title as European footbal- 
ler of foe year. 

“If toe second title arrives, I 
certainly won’t be sending in 
back. Didn’t Platini win it three 
times, and Cruyff?” said Van 
Basten, the 1988, winner and a 
favourite again this year. 

“But there's no huxxy. Fve still 
got time to win again. Everything 
is possible. I could even overtake 
Platini and Cruyff,” he told the 
Italian daily Gazzetta Dello 
Sport. 

City rivals and defending 
champions Internazionale, 
knocked out of Europe and 
fourth in toe Italian League, are 
finding how hard life is at the top 
when battling injuries. 

International defender Riccar- 
do Ferri has been playing with a 
painful shoulder for two weeks 
and doctors would like to 
operate. 

But Inter manager Giovanni 
Trapattoni said he most soldier 
on. “An operation would mean- 
losing Ferri for two to three* 
months. Neither Inter nor the 
national side can-run a risk like 
that.” 

There was better news for Ita- 
ly’s top goalkeeper Walter Zen- 
ga, replaced at halftime in Inter's 
match at Napoli Sunday only to 
watch his replacement let in two 
goals. 

Zenga said he had merely 
strained a leg muscle and was 
determined to play next Sunday. 

Spain's Real Sodedad, who by 
tradition used to restrict then- 
team to Basques, are finding that 
investment in foreigners can reap 
good dividends. 

The San Sebastian side, whose 
2-2 draw with Barcelona Saturday 
was due to goals from recent 
si gning John Aldridge, Ireland’s 
former Liverpool striker, watch- 
ed' Henk Fraeser of Dutch 
League leaders Roda JC at Gro- 
ningen last weekend. 

The 23-year old centre-back, 
who made his international debut 
for toe Netherlands against De- 
nmark in September, has also 
been a target for West Germany’s 
Borussia Dortmund. 

The French League, mean- 
while, is bracing jtself-for a minor 
shake up. . . 

A crisis committee is expected 
Wednesday to announce toe re- 
duction of the first division from 
20 to 18 dubs from 1991, aboli- 
tion of toe two-leg system in toe 
French Cup and transfer guide- 
lines following a number of rows 
last season. 

The transfer period is officially 
dosed in France, although clubs 
are entitled to one late reinfarce- ' 
ment and British newspapers 
Sunday said champions Marseille 
were about to sign England’s 
captain Bryan Robson. 

But the dub’s president Ber- 
nard Tapie denied toe reports. 
“We have enough good players in 
our squad. It is hard enough 
already to make them play 
together,” he said. 

Marseille can, however, now 
field West German defender Kar- 
lheinz Foerster in league match- ■ 
es, in which toe number of fore- 
igners per team is limited to 
three. 

Foerster obtained French 
citizenship on Saturday, permit- 
ting Marseille to indude him 
along-with their foreigners. 
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' . MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or , 
Unfurnished . 

In Shmeisani, -Sweifieh, 
Abdourv and many other 
location?. 

For- more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 68534^ 


Under toe Patronage of H.R.H. 
Princess Alia A1 Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory 
Noor A! Hussein Foundation 
and The French Cultural Center 


In 


Francois Kerdoncuff 
in a Piano Recital at 

The Royal Cultural Centre 
Tuesday, October 31, 1989 
at 8 : 00 p.m. 

the program: Appassionato Sonata by 

Beethoven beside different 

works by Debussy, Chopin 
and Brahms. 

Tickets available at: 

The Royal Cultural Centre, teL 669026 

The French Cultural Centre, td. 636445 

BaMi-to, teL 661322 

Pizza Hut (Um Essumaq), td 821938 

The National Mode Conservatory, teL 687 620 


GYMNASTICS: 


With one medal in Stuttgart, 
U.S: prepares for home stand 


STUTTGART (AP) — The Un- 
ited States comes back from the 
world gymnastics championships 
with one medal in han d and with 
confidence it can build on that 
during two home stands in as 
many years. 

Brandy Johnson took silver in 
toe vault over toe weekend, the 
hi ghligh t of a strong performance 
of the women's team, which 
finMic/i fourth in the team com- 
petition. 

The men’s squad came to earn 
experience — and did so. It hard- 
ly got in a medal chase but 
regained its place among the top 
10 in the worid after a disappoint- 
ing show ing at the Seoul Olympic 
games last year. 

U.S. coaches feel time is on 
their side to turn both teams into 
medal challengers. 

The Goodwill Games will bring 
the world’s best gymnasts to Seat- 
tle next year, and 1991 stands for 
the next world championships in 
the Indianapolis Hoosier Dome. 

“We are looking for a shot at 
the medals in Indianapolis,” said 
coach Jim Hartung of die men’s 


team. “We are back on toe right 
brack and we were one of the 
most improved teams in Stutt- 
gart.” 

But the gymnasts still need a 
lot of maturing. Shaky nerves on 
the last routine of the team’ event 
caused them to stump into eighth 
place overall. National champion 
Tim Ryan even felled to make it 
into the individual finals. 

“Our top guys had several mis- 
ses,” said coach Ed Burch. 
“Ryan has got to learn to relax.” 

Ryan was only 18 when he won 
the national cham pionship warifcr 
this year, the youngest since 1975 
champion Bart Conner. 

“For four gymnasts it was their 
first major competition,” Har- 
ttmg said. Kevin Davis, at 23, was 
toe veteran and finished tops on 
the squad for toe team event. 
Unfortunately he had to cat toe 
individual competition because of 
injury. Best place in the all- 
around competition went to 
Lance Ringnakl, who was 29th 
overall. 

Many on the squad can still 
look at the 1992 Olympic games 


with hopes of reaching their peak 
in Barcelona. 

“This is a team that you may 
see in 1991, even 1992,” said . 
Davis. 

“The team has a lot of young 
new feces,” added Ryan, sa ' j 
the likes of China and East ■ 
many should become bea te 
nations in the next few years. 

The overpowering Soviet Un- 
ion, however, will most likely 
remain out of reach. It won 18 
medals in the nine-day cham- 
pionships and, led by Igor Korob- 
gfwTrelfi and Svetlana Bogins- 
kaya, swept the golds in the team 
and mdmdiial all-around events. 

Although the U.S. women 
finished closer to the Soviets in 
tire team competition, a challenge 
far gold also seems unlikely. The 
Soviets even swept all the medals 
in the women’s all-around event. 

But in Johnson, 16, toe team 
found a confident challenger, 
who overcame a bad streak in the 
team series to grow to seventh 
place in the individual event, just 
ahead of Sandy Woolsey, and a 
medal in an apparatus final. 


BASEBALL: 


Players disappointed at delay 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — Word 
that resumption of toe earth- 
quake-delayed world series 
would be pushed back at least 
three more days to Friday has 
upset many of the players. 

“They ought to play it or not 
play it,” designated hitter Dave 
Parker of the Oakland Athletics 
said when be learned that the 
suspended series would resume 
Friday instead of Tuesday as 
announced last week. 

“I know Bay area fens would 
like it to stay here, but evidently 
conditions aren't right. There are 
a lot of players who don’t Kve in 
die Bay area, and I'm one of 
them. I haven’t seen my home or 
my kids in nine months.” 

San Francisco Giants catcher 
Bill Bathe joked about his dis- 
appointment. 

“All I want to know is, who’s 
bringing toe Thanksgiving tur- 
key,” he said. “I might have to go 
out and start shopping for my 
before tl 


is over.” 

If the series goes a fall seven 
games, the final contest would be 
held on November 1, and mark 
the first time the championship 
has been played in that month. 

The senes, which began on 
October 14, was suspended last 
Tuesday when toe earthquake 
that struck northern Calif orma 
rumbled through San Francisco’s 
Ondlwdiclf Park half an hour 
before the scheduled start of the 
third game. 

If the third same can be played 
at Candlestick Friday as now 


hoped, it will have been 11 days 
since the last game, won 5-1 by 
the Athletics in Oakland on 
October 15 for a 2-0 series lead. 

The hiatus would nearly double 
the previous longest stretch of 
inactivity during a world series, 
which ironically occurred be- 
tween toe Giants and A's teams 
in 1911. 

Six days of rain kept the teams 
from playing toe fourth game of 
the series, won eventually by the 
Philadelphia Athletics by four 
: to two over the New York 


Christmas cards 


toe series 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Super de luxe suite, consisting of either one or two bedrooms, 
furnished or unfurnished. 

Location: Shmeisani, opposite Arab Bank. 

For I nformat ion please call Tel. 661293, 685967, 
P.O. Box 5011, Amman, Fax 679304 



f&inema 

Tel: 6341441 


PHILADELPHIA | 


FAST 

FORWARD 





Cinema 


NUOUM 


Td: 675571 


COCKTAIL 


l rterfonn»BCK 3:30, 630, 8:30, 1030 



Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


Dustin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 

RAIN MAN 

Performances: 4.-00, 6:45, 9:30 
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52 E, German legislators revolt 
as Krenz is elected head of state 


EAST BERLIN (R) — Fifty-two members of parlia- 
ment staged a revolt unprecedented in East Ger- 
many’s history Tuesday as Communist Party leader 
Egon Krenz was approved as head of state. 


Twenty-six of the 500 parlia- 
mentarians voted against Krenz 
and 26 cast abstentions , the first 
time that the legislature had 
failed to offer complete obedi- 
ence to the Communist Party’s 
wishes in a vote for East Ger- 
many’s highest constitutional 

post. 

The revolt showed that the 
monolithic East German political 
establishment had began to crack 
under enormous public pressure 
for reform. 

Several hundred thousand peo- 
ple poured onto the streets of 
Leipzig Monday in the largest 
demonstration since East Ger- 
many was created in 1949. Many 
thousands more protested in East 
Berlin and the cities of Dresden, 
Magdeburg and Halle. 

Protesters waved banners and 
shouted slogans complaining that 
the Communist Party had 
allowed no alternative candidate 
to Krenz as head of state. 

Krenz, 52, took over as Com- 
munist Party leader on Oct 18 


23 missing in Houston 
plastic plant explosion 


PASADENA, Texas (AP) — 
Twenty-three workers were mis- 
sing Tuesday after explosions at a 
plastics plant hurled chunks of 
metal and other debris kilometres 
away and created a fireball visible 
for 15 miles. 

At least one worker died and 
more than 100 were injured in the 
explosions Monday at the Phillips 
Petroleum Co. plant near 
Houston. 

Emergency crews were not 
Ukely to enter die plant before 
daybreak because of the fire and 
intense heat, said Phillips Pet- 
roleum President Glenn Cox. 
The fire was still burning late 
Monday night. 

“We’re betting there’s a lot of 
fatalities, just because of the na- 
ture of the explosion and where it 
happened,” said Dr. Paul Pepe, 
the director of Houston 
Emergency Medical Services. 
“We don’t think there’s anybody 
alive in there.” 

Cox said 109 workers were 
taken to hospitals. More than 33 
were admitted and op to six were 
in serious to critical condition. 

At least 10 others were treated 
for injuries, hospital figures 
showed. Officials had said the 
injured were being treated for 
burns, breathing problems and 
cots from flying debris. 

The Masts buckled a oeilmg 
and Mew out cafeteria windows at 
an elementary school about 1_S 
kilometres away. None of the 
more than 700 pupils was injured 
and they were all sent home, a 
school employee said. 

At the plant, leaking gas and 
broken water lines hampered 



U.S. Congress restricts arms sales 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. House of Representatives have 
passed a bill to prohibit private and public arms .sales to countries, 
listed by the State Department as supporters of international 
terrorism. Cuba, ban, Libya, North Korea, South Yemen and 
Syria are currently on the State Department’s list of terrorist 
supporters. The bill was passed by voice vote and sent to the 
Senate. It was a response to die Iran-contra scandal when the 
ad mini stration of former President Ronald Reagan secretly sold 
arms to Iran in an attempt to win freedom for American hostages 
in Lebanon and then used the profits to aid the contra rebels 
fighting the Sandinista government in Nicaragua. 

Sri Lankan vigilantes kill 13 

COLOMBO (R) — Black-dad .vigflantes shot dead 13 jpeople and 
then set fire to a house with their Bodies inside, Sri I.jmkan police 
said Tuesday. They said the victims included eight members of a 
family, two seven-year-old boys and three women. The attack by 
about 30 gunmen was Sunday night in Wilohima village, centra] 
Sri - Lanka. Villagers blamed pro-government death squads 
battling rebels of the leftwing People’s Liberation Front The 
government denies that members of the security forces are 
involved is vigilante killings. A government statement said H 
other people were killed in political violence in the 24 hours 
endow Tuesday morning. In Colombo, an Indian High Commis- 
sion (embassy) spokesman said an unspecified number of Indian 
troops had been withdrawn from the eastern district of Ampara 
and would mil home Wednesday from the port of TrincomaJee. 
Sri Lankan military sources put the number of troops at between 
3,000 and 4,000. 

'China concerned about East Europe’ 

PEKING (R) — China is deeply concerned about events in 
Eastern Europe, Premier Li Peng was quoted as saying Tuesday, 
expressing for the first tuns in public Peking's misgivings over 
reforms and unrest threatening C omm unism there. Li, a hardliner 
instrumental in crushing China's democracy movement in June, 
told a visiting Yugoslav official that reforms meant “perfecting the 
socialist system, implying they should not be used to dump 
Communism — as Poland and Hungary have done in recent 
weeks. “As a Socialist country, China is of course deeply 
concerned about events in some East European countries,” U 
said, quoted by the Communist Party newspaper People’s Daily. 
But Li added, in a meeting with Yugoslav Deputy Prime Minister 
Zivko Pregl Monday, each country should decide for itself “how 
to proceetf along the Socialist path.” He did not name any country 
ana Pregl’s reply was not published. 


ruled with an iron band since 
1971 and had proved increasingly 
unable to satisfy the thirst of East 
Germans for political reform. 

Krenz told parliament in an 
acceptance speech: “The demon- 
strations, even if they are well- 
intentioned, always carry in this 
complicated time the danger that 
they might aid not so peacefully 
as they began.” 

Police have refrained from us- 
ing force against protesters since 
the weekend of Oct. 7-8 when 
thousands of people marched 
through East Berlin chanting the 
parnn of visiting Soviet President 
Mikhail Goibachev. 

Krenz, who is doe to visit 
Moscow soon on his first foreign 
trip as leader, suggested that East 
Germany might drop its long- 
standing hostility to the far- 
reaching liberal political reforms 
of Poland and Hungary. 

He told parliament East Ger- 
many would study the experi- 
ences of its allies and apply what- 
ever lessons it considered useful 
for itself. 


Attempting to defuse public 
discontent, the authorities have 
already promised an early law 
which wul lift many restrictions 
on foreign travel, particularly to 
the West 

More than 120,000 East Ger- 
mans have emigrated to the West 
this year, both legally and illegal- 
ly, in the largest exodus since the 
Berlin Wall was built in 1961. 

Krenz appealed to citizens who 
were thinking of leaving the 
country to reconsider. 

■ “Everyone who leaves us is one 
too many,” he said. 

Krenz was also approved as 
chairman of the National De- 
fence Council, a body which com- 
mands sweeping executive and 
Legislative authority in a national 
emergency. 

But eight parliamentarians 
voted against ms ap pointme n t to 
that post, and 17 abstained. 

Krenz, a former security chief 
in tiie party’s ruling po&tburo, 
has sought to make East German 
public hfe less stifling by opening 
up the office i media and. starting 
a dialogue w.'*b the powerful, 
pro-reform Protestant Church. 

But he has underfilled that 
reforms in East Germany will be 
designed to strengthen the ex- 
isting system, rather than disman- 


fircfigbters, said Plnlipfi Environ- 
mental Director Bill Stoltz, who 
was at the scene, Firefighters 
pumped water from a sewage 
treatment plant and the nearby 
Houston smp channel to fight the 
blaze. 

The Coast Guard dosed a 
three- kilometre length of the 
channel for about seven boms, 
au thorities said. No ships re- 
ported damage. 

Kelly Maneriy, a pipefitter at 
the plant, said be heard missing 
for wont five minutes, then saw a 
while doud. 

“1 told a safety man I saw 
nothing but gas. Then it ex- 
ploded. I ran. Three were a lot of 
people running and screaming to 
get out. It’s like nothing JPve felt 
m my life,” Maneriy said. 

Tm real lucky. Thank God for 
that,” he said. 

Maintenance worker Roby 
Clemons said In warning message 
was broadcast over the plant’s 
emergency radio 20 seconds be- 
fore the explosion. 

“I never saw people ran so 
fast,” said demons. 

Stoltz said the explosion was 
caused when a seal blew out on 
an ethylene loop reactor, releas- 
ing ethylene-isobutane, a com- 
pound used in making plastics. 
The plant manufactures plastics 
like those used in milk jugs and 
toys. 

More than 900 people work in 
shifts at the plant, built in 1948 on 
the 800-acre (324-hectare) com- 
plex, said Dave Drydcn, Phillips 
spokesman at company head- 
quarters in Oklahoma. 


Benazir Bhutto 

Bhutto 
reportedl 
expecting 
2nd child 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhntto is 
expecting a second child, prob- 
ably eariy next year, sources dose 
to her family said Tuesday. 

If still in office — • the opposi- 
tion announced plans -Monday 
night for a vote of no-confidence 
— she apparently will be the first 
serving modern bead of govern- 
ment to give birth. 

Bhntto, 36, gave birth to son 
Bflawal on Sept. 21, 1988, eight 
weeks before the partial election 
victory that brought her to 
power. 

She was the first woman to 
become prime nrinwter of a Mus- 
lim country and one of the 
youngest heads of government of 
a major nation. Right-wing Mus- 
lim clerics objected to her 
nomination, saying it was “un- 
Islamic” for a woman to govern. 

But her Pakistan People's Par- 
ty (PPP) took 39 per cent of the 
votes and she won a majority in 
the National Assembly with the 
support of independents and 
small parties. 

Some of these announced Mond- 
day they were supporting the 
no-confidence move, which must 
be put to a vo te within seven 
days. Both PPP and opposition 
say they are confident of winning 
the vote. 


East German ideologists say 
.the country cannot consider Pol-, 
ish- ■ or Hungarian-style reforms 
because the coontiy was founded 
on the assumption that it was a 
Marxist state wholly (fistinct from 
West Germany. 

Opposition groups such as New 
Forum, which has become East. 
Germany's largest independent 
movement with 26,000 signator- 
ies, are not seeking reunification 
with West Germany. But they are 
calling for free elections and free 
foreign travcL 

They are particularly snspdous 
of Krenz because they hold him 
responsible for what they allege 
was the falsification of local elec- 
tion results in May, when the 
authorities said 98 per cent of 
voters had cast ballots. 

They also recall Krenz’s de- 
fence of the Chinese Communist 
Party when it crushed pro-demo- 
cracy protests in June with the 
deaths of hundreds of people. 

“Krenz is fighting against 
time,” a Western diplomat said. 
“If the Co mmunist Party thinks it 
can buy people off with a better 
economy and travel, then they 
have underestimated the political 
maturity of the people.” 


Gandhi 
confident 
of big 
poll win 


SULTANPUR, India (R) — 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi pre- 
dicted Ms Congress Party would 
win next month’s Indian elections 
handsomely and challenged. Ms 
chief opponent to face hhn in a 
straight race. 

“We will win with plenty of 
seats and get a very good major- 
ity,” Gandhi told reporteis as he 
filed Ms nomination papers for 
Nov. 22 and 24 elections most 
political analysts predict will be a 
dose fight. 

Gandhi faces a five-party 
allianc e currently led by his for- 
mer Defence Minister, Vish- 
wanath Pratap Singh, which is 
trying to make arrangements with 
two more parties to ensure one- 
on-one fights with Congress. 

• “I would welcome Ms contest 
from here, but if V.P. Singh 
comes to Ametin, he is bound to 
lose Ms deposit,” Gandhi said in 
Snltanpnr, headquarters of the 
district which includes Ms consti- 
tuency. 

The Indian leader was speaking 
after filing Ms nomination papers 
to retain Ms seat in Ametin, 
which he won easily in 1984 elec- 
tions that swept Congress back to 
power after the assassination of 
Gandhi’s mother and predeces- 
sor, Indira. 

Opposition sources said there 
was no chance Singh would take 
up the challenge. They said Singh 
would not file Ms nomination 
papers until the last to 

ensure Congress did not put up a 
heavyweight against Mm. 

Nominations are currently the 
big focus of attention as the par- 
ties work out their strategics for 
the elections to the 545-member 
Lower House of Parliament. 

Gandhi ended speculation that 
his Italian-born wife, Sonia, 
would be a candi d ate. 

“Sonia does not want to con- 
test,” he said after filing four sets 
of nomination papers in case 
some were rejected as improperly 
filled out. 


Commonwealth 
hails global 
detente 

KUALA LUMPUR ^—Com- 
monwealth leaden approved a 
final communique Tuesday had- 
ing the reduction of East-West 
tensions but said a host of econo* 
mic oroMcms still threatened the 


The 

called for global efforts to 
international problems such as 
drags, refugees, security of small 
states, terrorism and pockets of 
regional unrest. 

The 29-page document was 
issued at the aid of the 49-nation 
group's week-long summit here. 
A “Laagkawi Declaration” on 
the environment and a Kuala 
Lumpur statement on southern 
Africa urging sanctions against 
Pretoria and help to ensure inde- 
pendence in Namibia were re- 
leased earlier. 

The c ommuni que said doser 
East-West ties had improved the 
world political climate and re- 
duced regional conflicts, ad d in g 
♦hat “fimoamental changes were 
taking place,” which officials said 
referred to events in the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Europe. 

It expressed “deep concern at 
the dangerous tensions” in the 
Middle East and urged Israel- to 
withdraw from the occupied terri- 
tories and said Palestinians had 
rights to a homeland. 

The communique said Viet- 
nam's troop withdrawal from 
Kampuchea had not been verified 
by the United Nations and asked 
for more dialogue among the 
waning groups following the lack 
of progress at last August's Paris 
conference cm Kampuchea. 

It welcomed the Soviet Union's 
troop withdrawal from Afghanis- 
tan and falM for h umani tarian 
assistance for Afghan refugees 
and an eariy start to dialogue 
among Afghans to form a bread- 
based goveranment. 

British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher Tuesday dismis- 
sed a rifr with fellow leaders at 
the Commonwealth s um mit over 
sanctions against South Africa as 
a storm in a teacup. 

Thatcher caused uproar at “the 
week-long meeting by issuing a 
separate state m ent on southern 
Africa which effectively repudi- 
ated a joint Commonwealth posi- 
tion that sanctions most be main- 
tamed until Pretoria is committed 
to irreversible change. 

Australia, Canada and Zim- 
babwe assailed the British lead- 
er’s action as despicable and an 
act of betrayal. 

Shrugging off the criticism, 
Thatcher told reporters, “it’s a 
great big storm in a teacup.” 


U.N. chief calls for 
progress, dignity for all 


AMMAN (J.T.) — United Na- 
tions Secretary General Javier 
Perez De Coeflar Tuesday called 
for the achievement of peace, 
dignity and economic and social 
progress for every man, woman 
and child on Earth. 

On the eve of the United Na- 
tions Day which falls on Wednes- 
day, the U.N. secretary general 
said that more nations are turning 
to the United Nations to address 
intiniiatianal problems. 

The following s the frill state- 
ment of the U.N. secretary. 


. As we bbaeive United Nations 
Day this year, there are growing 

irigns that in ternatio nal relations 

may be entering a new and more 
positive era. As rarely before, 
nations are now recognising that 
they must aAirnff international 
problems mattflateTaHy, through 
consultation and compromise, 
and, increasingly, they are turn- 
ing to the United Nations. 

At such a time, it is encourag- 
ing that the search for the bases 
of peace between the most 
powerful nations is also firming 
practical expression within the 
world organisation. There is a 
growing de terminatio n on their 
part to work together with the 
other members of the Security 
Council and, indeed, with die 
membership of the organisation 
as a whole, for die resolution of 
certain long-standing disputes. 
Monrover, the dangers of the new 


, generation of global problems, 
such as the degradation of die 
environment and drugabrae, 
have compelled all nations to 
realise that solutions can only be 
fa rinri through collective action. 

There is, nowever, no reason 
tor complacency. Conflicts, still 

persist in many parts of the globe. 

The build-up of arms has not 
ceased Far too many people stfll 
live in absolute poverty without 
adequate food or shelter and face 
discriminati on on grounds of 
race, religion, sex or political 
belief. We are a long way from 
achieving universal respect for 
human rights. AH tins demands 
our .commitment and our action. 

As we approach the final decade 
of the century, we have the im- 
mense responsibility and also the 
possibility of ensuring that future 
generations live in a peaceful and 
secure planet- 1 see signs of a new 
co mmitmen t cm the part of the 
people of the world to act 
together towards tins goal. The 
United Nations can and will make 
a vital contribution to this com- . 
mon endeavour. 

For all the dangers and difficul- 
ties, the time is therefore full of 
hope. Let the ideals and vis ion of 
the charter guide ns as we trans- 
form hope into commitment and 
commitment into the achieve- 
ment of peace, dignity and econo- 
mic and social progress for every 
man, woman and child on Earth. 



Amnesty; Thousands 
killed by governments 


LONDON (R) — Tens of 
thousands of men, women and 
children were murdered by their 
own govern m ents in 1988 and the- 
wave of such kflUng i has con- 
tinned this year. Amnesty Inter- 
national said Wednesday. 

In its annual report on human 
rights observance in 133 coun- 
tries, tiie London-based organisa- 
tion said mans kilHngR and title 
assassination of targeted indi- 
viduals by gov ernm ent agents had 
reached “an extr a ordina ry level.” 
Amnesty reported that extra- 
judicial executions — its term for 
government mu rders —were car- 
ried oat in at least two dozen 
countries and that more than half 
tiie world's governments tortured 
or flFtreateti- prisoners. " 

Most of t&e victims were poli- 
tical opponents of the ruling au- 
thorities but wore sometimes 
attacked “simply because they 


lived in an area where the popula- 
tion as a whole was seen as die 
enemy.” 

Amn e s ty said information ab- 
out political killings was reaching 
the international community 
more quickly than ever# 

“Info rmatio n? dissemination 
and action to rtop the kflfings 
may have gj g nrfjrwnt impact on 
human rights protection in tiie 
1990s,” it adeted. 

Amnesty identified Burma, 
Burundi, <Tihn», Colombia, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, -Philip- 
pines,- Somalia, Sri l-nnka and 
Uganda as among countries 
.where extra-judictiaJ killings 
. occ ur red on a large scale. . • , 

-Amn esty sand massacre s and 
•summary by the milit- 

ary in Para were reported to have 
largely replaced imprisonment 
and trial by tiie courts. - 


San Francisco still struggling 
one week after earthquake 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
Threatened by rain that could 
cause mudslides from cracked 
hillsides, San Francisco and 
neighbouring towns fought to 
make life normal Tuesday a week 
after the region's worst earth- 
quake since 1906. 

Fot many it meant taking to the 
highway as eariy as 4 a_m. to beat 
traffic jams caused by the crip- 
pled Bay Bridge, a major link 
which carried nearly a quarter 
million vehicles a day until last 
week's shock jarred a hole in it 

For others it was a trip to work 
or school aboard the area’s rapid 
transit rail system, which began 
round-the-clock operations Tues- 
day to help take commuters off 
the roadways. 

In Washington, the House of 

Comnittee approv^^C^bfflion 
in emergency rid for California 
Monday night, a billion less than 
the state had sought. 

The bill now goes to the full 


House and the Senate with pas- 
sage expected before the eod of 
the week. 

The quake which strode: at 5.04 
pjn. local tune with a force of 6.9 
-an the Richter Scale, left 62 dead 
and caused $10 billion in damage. 
Another 79 people are mi s s i n g. 

The last known survivor to have 
been rescued, a burly longshore- 
man pulled from a smashed dou- 
ble-deck approachway to the Bay 
Bridge, told doctors Monday hie 
was not in pain despite four days 
of entombment. 

Buck Helm, 57, was stfll in a 
serious condition. His fannty said 
Ms love for them and a fighting 
spirit kept him alive. 

But offi cials said they were 
sure there were no more survi- 
vors in the smashed section of 
freeway at water’s edge in Oak- 
land. Its collapse killed over three 
dozen people. 

There were squall-drenched 
reads Monday morning in what 


.had been billed tiro first foil day 
of co mmuter traffic since the 
quake. 

One taxicab driver said it took 
Min 90 inmates to ret from down- 
town to the San Francisco Air- 
port, usually a 30-minute trek. 
Sleepy work-bound travellers . 
crossing a white-capped San 
Francisco Bay fought sea-sick- 
ness. 

Thousands flocked to the rapid 
transit rail system, which re- 
ported nearly a 40 per cent in- 
crease in passengers. 

But officials Monday said the 
massive jam they had feared did 
not develop. 

Forecasters said more rain and 
possible timnderstoims were bn 
the way Tuesday. The U.S. 
geological survey warned that 
rockfalls and mudslides were a 
hazard throughout tiie region, 
with fissured and quake- 
weakened Mllsides m some areas 
likely to slide in heavy rains. 


U.S., Nicaragua clash on C. American peace plan 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United States and Nicaragua 
have put roadblocks in the way of 
a U.S.-backed Central American 
peace plan which could hold up 
positive results for months. 

In a dash at the UN. General 
Assembly Monday each side 
maintained that its interpretation 
honoured tiie spirit of the agree- 
ments. 

Nicaragua said contra rebels 
must be disarm e d and their bases 
dismantled or it might renegoti- 
ate other parts of the agreement 
The United States said the 
agreement called for more demo- 
cracy in Nicaragua before tiie 
contras disbanded. 

At the heart of the argument is 
the so-called Tela Agreement 
signed last August by five Central 
American presidents, mdudmg 
Nicaragua, that in varying forms 
has been approved by the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Implementation of the accords 
involves interlocking U.N. 
forces. The only one set up so far 
is monitoring Nicaragua’s sche- 
duled February elections and has 
encountered few difficulties. 

Another force of 625 people is 
to prevent guerrillas from using 
(me country to launch attacks on 


another. 

The Central American presi- 
dents also called for 20,000 con- 
tras based in Honduras to be 
disarmed by Dec. 5, a date few 
believe win be honoured. 

While the United States has 
said it would s up port establishing 
the peace fences, it dearly ex- 
pects the contras to be in place 
until at Least after the Nicaraguan 
elections Feb. 25. 

The issne came to a head when 
U.S. Ambassador Thomas Pick- 
ering told tire General Assembly 
the contras should not disband 
until there was more democracy 
in Nicaragua. 

“This demobilisation cannot 
happen until there is full accept-* 
ance and implementation of the 
Nicaraguan g o vernm ent’s com- 
mitments to democratisation... ” 
Pickering said. 

He also accused Nicaragua of 
sending weapons to Salvadorean 
guerrillas ana hindering the elec- 
tion process. 


“The principles and commit- 
ments of this peace process stin 
await implementation,” he 
“Compliance with Ml of them is 
essential for peace in the region.” 
Nicaragua in turn accused the^ 
United States of inventing links 


that were not in the agreements. 
Ambassador Alejandro Serrano 
Caldera said tfeanmng of the 
contras was mandatory not vobm- ■ 
taiy. 

“If it were voluntary, they 
could disband on their own whenev- 
er they felt like it without hn 
agreement from Central Amer- 
ican presidents,” be said. 

Unnoticed by many diplomats, 
who scrutinise each document 10 
times, the General Assembly pas- 
sed a resolution Monday that did 
not include the word “voluntary” 
when describing demobilisation 
of the contras in the English- 
language version. 

A Mgh U.N. official associated 
with the peace plan, said: “As a 
practical matter we (tiie UN.) 
couldn't accept any of the tasks 
other than on a voluntary basis.” 
20 presidents gather in Costa 
Rfea 

Meanwhile, about 20 presi- 
dents from the Americas gather 
m San Jose, Costa Rica, Friday for 
a summit whose fringe meetings' 
could prove more controversial 
than the main event. 

Encouraged by U.S. President 
George Bush’s decision to attend, 
Costa Rican leader and Nobel 


Peace Prize winner Oscar Arias is 
planning the meeting as a 
celebration erf 100 years of demo- 
cracy in the Central American 
nation. 

Bat some Weston diplomats 
say Bosh’s informal meeting with- 
Pa n amanian opposition leaders 
and Violeta de Chamorro, the 
main opposition candidate in 
Nicaraguan elections next Febru- 
ary, could sour the summit 

“It will- introduce a note of 
discord with the Nicaraguans who 
will feel the conference is being 

United States and pot tiie (josta 


business is an .expected 
announcement by Canadian 
Prime^ Minister Brian Mahoney 
that his country plans to join the 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS), many of whose leaders 
win be at the meeting. 

Arias told Costa Ricans in a 
national broadcast Monday he 
hoped the mnunit would lay the 
ground for many more meetings, 
and that it would lead to reforms 
of the inter-American system, 
giving responsibility to specific 
countries for eradicating drugs 
and protecting the ecology of the 


Western diplomat told Reuters. 

The Costa Ricans have invited 
all the democratically-elected 
governments in the Americas, as 
weD as Spain and Portugal, ex- 
cluding only Panama, Cuba, 
Chile and Haiti. 

Panama's defence forces, 
whose commander General 
M anuel Antonio Noriega is the 
country’s de facto leader, have 
criticised Costa Rica's 
to exclude them from the meet- 
ing, caffing Arias a U.S. puppet 
who did not deserve the Nobel 
Prize. 

Central to tiie summit's official 


Arias and Mahoney are now 
the only two leaders scheduled to 
give public speeches. The sum- 
nut’s structure has beat fun- 
damentally overhauled since 
Arias first mooted the idea of a 
pan-American gathering some 
months ago. 

The original plan Had called for 
e ach p resident to outline Ms 
country’s views on debt, defore- 
station, drugs, develo pment, dis- 
armament mid democracy. 

“It was very rigid, it would 
have been 20 monofognes with no 
room for duenssion,’* Costa 
R*cmi Information Minister Jorge 
Urbina told Renters. • • 


ZsaZsa ‘ready 
for anything’ 

BEVERLY hills , Ca tifonm 


teem foe * 




was ready to accept whatever 
sentence was. issued. “I have no 
idea wbrf wffl tappea, tat I am * 


actress sad Monday nipt. A.' 
jury on Sept 29 convicted Min- ■ 
Gabor of battery on a police 
officer, driving witboot a vufii 
driver’s license and having an 
open confiotaer of alcohol ia her 
car. She tas acqititted of faffing 
to obey an officer. The maximum 
posable sentence for the nrisde- 
meanor conviction was IS months ’ 
in prisonand a $3,500 fine;. Dip 
trict Attorney Ira Renter mgeda 
30-day jail sentence, a fine of 
more than S3, 000 plus $14,0 00 to 
compensate the Beverly Huts 
Police Dep a rt m e n t for its costs. - * 

But deputy District Attorney ...# Itt 
Hden Fox bad dismissed the idea ' T 

of a jafl term after her conviction. 

TheDriceof 


ALBANY, New York (AP) — A 
judge has awarded $1.9 mflfion to 
a man wrongly im pris o ned six 
years for a murder he (fid not 
c ommit. “How does one put a 
monetary value c m seemingly 
rhimdane things, fike sleeping 
(One's own bed, a stroll through 
[the park or a bug from a loved 
oner* wrote court of claims 
Judger Adplpb CL Orlando in a 
decision released Monday. 
Oriando set tiie price at $1,935 
million, which he ordered the 
state to pay to Robert K. 
McLaughlin, 29. The Judge 
Mamed an error in identification 
and an “overzeal eras” police 
officer for McLaughlin’s unjust 
conviction and incarceration. 

Couple plead guilty 
in sex ‘research’ 

EUGENE, Oregon (AP) — A 
New York doctor add Ms wife 
have pleaded guilty to prostftn- 
tion and were fined $2300 each 
fthr paying coH&ge studbati to 
have sex with the woman in what 
they said was scientific research. 
Under terms of an ■ agreement 
between the prosecution and . the 


Wood nor Nancy Stefen Wood 
win serve time m prison, perform 
community service or be placed 
on probation. The couple sat 
together Monday holding hands 
and exchanging smiles as they 
waited in court. The Woods, 
saying they were conducting re- 
search into the “sexual potential 
of die mature female,” paid male 
students at the University of Ore- 


44-year-okl woman experi- 
enced. Police said Wood, 60, 
recorded the encounters and took 
photographs. 

He likes his 
language simple 

WASHINGTON (AP) — In the 
world uncovered by Professor 
'William Lutz, workers are not 
laid off. Fired employees are “de- 
hired”, “non-retained,” or “re- 
leased.” Lutz has written “doub- 
lespeak," a book that looks at the 
weak product of the mind capable 
of writing a gove rn ment safety 
pamphlet that says: “Exit access 
.is that part of a means of egress 
that leads to an entrance or an 
exit.” “Doublespeak is not a slip 
of the tongue, or language used 
out of ignorance, but is instead a 
very conscious use of language as 
a weapon or tool by those in 
power to achieve their ends at our 
expense ” he writes. People rid- 
ing a roller coaster at an exhibi- 
tion in Vancouver, Canada, 
might throw up? Bat Expo 86 
said they might experience an 
“occasional protein spilL” 
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